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VilF=-121, HCAS, MQJAVE, CALIF, WAR DIARY (Cont'd).

_LOCATION: 350 04' N, 1180 09! W

COMMANDING OFFICER:  WALTER J. VEYER,
Major, USKC.

NEXT HIGHER ECHELON: MARIFE BASE DEFELSE AIRCRAFT

GROUP FORTY~FOUR.




10

13
14

15

16

- IR NS

VMP-121, MCAS, YHOFAVE, CALIFORNIA, WAR TIARY, (Cont'd)

Junse 44

June A4

June 44

June 44
througn
June 44

Juns 44

June 44

June 44

June 44
through
June 44

June 44
June 44

June 44

Squadron

Tvpe

FG-1A
FG-1A
FG-1A
FG~1A

‘Squadron

Squadron

Squadron

Squadron
Sgitadron

Squadron

Squadron

- Squadron

Squadron

~ Squadron training: Gunnery and fleld carrler

landing practice,
(1.2) enlisted men joined squadron
from Hdg. Sadn. M.B.D.A.G. Post,

training: P40 instruments.
Recelved the followlng aircraft:
BU. NO, FROM
14157 S.D., BAS., SD
14158 5.D., NAS., SD
14163 5.D.y NAS., SD
14164 S.D.y, HAS., SD
training: Division tactics, and field

tralning:
training:

training:
training:

trainings
training:
training:

training:

carrier landing practice.
Gﬁnnery practice and field
carrier landing practice.

Gunnery. Flylng secured at .
1130 due to unfavorable weather.

Gunnery. , ‘_
(1C) enlisted men joined Squadron
from K.W.S.S5.-2 UHiramar.

Gurmery, navigation and FAU

instruments.

P4U instruments and dummy dive
bombing.

Night navigation hop to Sac-

ramento, California.

Glide bombing and dummy dive
bombing.

Glide bombing and night nav-
igation.



VMP-121, UCAS, HMOJAVE, CALLIFORNIA, VAR DILRY, (Cont'd)

17 June 44 Squadron trainings Glide bombing and night nav-
igation.
Plane FGlA-BU.NO. 13659 piloted
by 1lst. Lt. Jonn M. Thompson
U.5.%.C.R. mede normal lanﬁing
at lojave, but landing gear
collapsed upon contact with ground
resulting in damage to whecl well
doors and landing flaps. Englne
and proreller involved in sudden
stoppage. Cause cf accldent due
to failure in hydraeulic system.
"Pilot suffered no injury.

18 June 44 Squadren secured.

19 June 44 Squadron training: Field carriler lending practice at
Los Alametos, California.

20 June 44 Squadron training: Field carrier landing practice at
' Los Alametos, California.

Plane FG1A, BU NO. 13403 piloted
by 2nd. Lt. ¥arren R. Hoover
U.5.1{.C.R. made a normal carrier
apprcech to fleld carrier ramp.
Pi1lot received a cut from the Silg-
nal Officer ahd mwade a good short
landing with tail hook extended.
In his roll over. the arresting wire,
the taill hook hit one of the spring
“supports that holds the wire over
the deck causing trie hook to Jump
the wire and the plane ground -
looped to the right of the ramp.
The left wing tip tire landing flap,

- ailer and retrecting cable on right
whael were damagcd. Pilot suffered
no injury.
1st. Lt. Richerd M. Loughery U.S.4.
C.R. joined squadron to asssume dut-
les.

21 June 44  Squadron training: F4U instruments.
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VIF-121, MCAS, UOJAVE, CALIFORNIA, WAR DIARY, (Cont'd)

Total Hours for lonth

1736
Diary prepared bys

2dLt., USMCR ACI.

22 June 44 8quadron training: Navigation and field carrier
landing practice.
23 June 44 Squadron training: Navigation and F4U insfruments,
24 June 44 - Squadron training: Glide bombing, dive bombing and
night navigation.
25 June 44 Squadrdn training: Glide bombing, dive bombing and
night navigation.
26 June 44 Squadron training: Navigation and field carrier
. : lariding practice, _
}
27 June 44
through Squadron securad,
28 June 44 : : |
29 June 44 Squadron training: Glide bombing and F4U. instruments. ;
30 June 44 'Sduadron training: Fleld carrier landing .practice. é
RECAPITULATION
:Officers Enlisted Hen Adrcraft
54 259 FG-1A 23
F4U-1 1

Approved by

W3 hagar

MaJor, USHC, Commanding.
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United ttates Harine Corps, VMF-121-%ar Diary (Cont'd)

Location: Espiritu Santos, New Hebrides
Commanding Officer: Valter J. Meyer, Hajor, U. 6. ¥arine Corps
Next Higher Echelons KBarine 4ir Group Eleven
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1. July 44

2 July 44

3 July 44
4 July 44
5 July 44

6 July 44

7 July 44

8 July 44

LR e AR Ll R L L P o

Squadron trainings Nevigation snd field cerrier landing

tgqusdroen

Squedron

Squadroen
&quadron
Squadron

Squadron

&gquadron

treinings

trafinings

treining:
trainings
treinings

treining:

trainings

D

ractice.

apt. feid 6. Burrows, IR, Joined
Squadron from Hdq. Sqén. 44 ﬁost to
agsume Jutles ss Communications 3¢
Farrant Officer Joseph A. Howard,
U, joined Squadron from ldq, kqdn.
N.BD.A,G, 424 H,CohS., Santa Barbera,
C»lif, to sssume dutles as Asssistent
Operations Cfficer.

ficer

Cross country hop to H.i.,5,., an Diego,
Calif, Squadron boarded the C.V.V,
USs Rudyerd Bay &t the Pavy Yard,
Diego, Calif,., for check cut on
carrier lanxiings. Fifteen plance viere
hoisted sboard.

Lan

Squadron secured on board C.V.F., USS

C.V,%., U5 Rucyuol Rey with tquadron
aboard sailed enroute to carrier lapnd-
ing truining srea,.

Carrier landing practice., One helfl of
Squadron checked out on thelr carrler
lapdings.,

Carrier lamding practice. Flight
quarters secured at 0930 due to un~
fevoreble weather conditions,

Flizht quarterls secured for day due to
unfavorable weather conditions.

Due to unfavorsble weather conditions,
no carrier landings were made., The
pilots who were unable to complets the
carrier syllabus due to unfavorable
weather conditions, were catapaulted
from the ship, and nmade ® cross-
country hop to Hojave, Calif. C.V.E.,
USS Rudyerd Bey with remainder of the
Squadron abosxrd, sailed enroute to Kavy
Yard, San Diego, Colifornia,.

EGhARSITIED

AT AR e e e e
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8 July 44 (Conta) - Capt. John &. Purrows, USMCR, Joined

. Squadron from Personnel Group, MCAD,’
Hiremir, San Diego 45, California, {o
aggume dutlies ss Transpnrtation
0fficer.

9 July 42 Squadron training: Remainder of Squadron want achore apd
returned by Beval Adr Transport to
¥ojave, Celifornin.

10 July 44 squzdron training: Dive bombing.
2, Lt. John ¥. Devidson, UsuCR,
Joiped Equadron from Fersonnel Greup,
YCLD, Xiramar, to assume dutics e
Siuadron Kess Officer. Capt, ¥aolcolm
F. kmsden, USMCR, (rcting /dJutont)
Eragsrerred to ldq, &qdn.. HBDAG 44,
Fost,

11 July 44 tquadron treining: Mavigation and skip borbing.
¥njor Jemes %, Poindexter, ULNC,
(¥1ight Ofticer) transferred to HGAD,
Eiramer, £an Piego 45, Cz2lifornia

12 July 44 “qQuadron training: Skip bombing.
lst. Lt., Richara L, Stultsz Uﬁﬁtqj
B_Isd Qm. Lto SDIVI- e Yo Cin :,‘" L‘umn,
Xaval kvieztors tpansferred to Hdq, ~
Sqdn., MBDAG 44, Post.
Flsne FG1lh, BU, ¢ 13787, piloted by
1st. Lt. Richard L. Stulls, USHCR,
¥hile on én uncuthorized strafing run,
mirjudged. his altitude, and plene's
right wing struck & Joshua tree,
severing approximately two.feet of the
tip of the wing. Fuselage buckled,
right wing snd sileron deamsged,
tecident caused by ons hundred percent

pilot error. -

Trensferred following aircreft.
Axng . D0, & T
F4U-1 18110 B8, #PDAC-44
FO«14 ' N 13625 S5., HEDAG-44
FG-1A 13501 55,4, HEDEG-44
FG-1A 13546 . 88,, MBDAG-44

‘mi

ey, YN Ny oy Y f:“; R
DEGLASHIFIED
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;2 July 44

13 July 44
Yo

17 July 44

) July 44

19 July 44

20 July 44
To
11 July 44

T’i 4 :
50

(Cont'qa)

Iype

FG=1h
FG-1x
FG=1A
¥G-1A
FG-14
FG-1A
FG=1A
FG-14
FG.1A
FG=1A
FG-1A
PG-1A
FGelh
FG=1A
—FG:;lA
FG=1ha
FG~1h
IGelA

Squalron secured for preporaticn, prior to embzrkation
for over-~sgseas duty.

Squedron bosrded train at Mojave, Californis, and rode

- i

V¥r-121, War Dlary, (Cont'd)

Transferred following aircraft.

BU, &
1361
13
13450
13655
13621
13662
141
13486
14158
14163
13644

13739

13470
13442
14164
13771
13774
13787

LA A3
e ave g
< "~
HeVay
=R
U.w.’
8.5,
LooQ
ey
4Dy
(S
L'.\).’
UeSay
!‘J‘.b.,
[o N ¢
o.é.,
Qg
el ey
-
L‘\).’
v .‘..,
[ S 54
L}.L.’-.’
g o
Peey
o
L.'.\'.,
Vet ay
©oon
'-..”L”,

¥BDAG-44
HRDAGC-44
NBTAG=-44
EeDiG-44
RBUAG~44
UBDAG-44
BB AG-44
KEDAG-44
HEDAG-44
HANLC-44
XL G-44

i, G ‘44
HHDAC-44
MariG-44
HRLLG=44
E ..3‘7:;'0-*44

to £an Fedro, California. There the Squadron went
aboaxrd the UbS Xwajalein~-C.V.E, €1g

S Emnjalein 1aft
bound for Espiritu Santos, New Hebrides,

Aboard the USS Xwajalein, the Squadron had thres hours

port with ViF Squedron 121 aboard

of ground sc¢hool daily. The followlng subjects vere
covered- Recogniticm, Ravigatlon, Survival Intelligence,

and Geograyphy.

Treining films also msde-up pert of the progreéms.,

Total Houprs for Xopth

178

”

RECAPITULATIOR
Enlistednen

oK

Alrcragft
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Diary prepared by:

¥. F., Lockwood,
2dLt., USI'CR,
ACT ifficer.
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Approved by:

%. J. "LVER,

Yajor, U, 5. larine Cocrps,
Comnaending.
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_ (Cont'g§

Locations Espiritu Santos, New Hebrides.
Commanding Officer: ¥alter J. Meyer, Major, U, S, Marine Corps.
Next Higher Echelont Marine Air Group Eleven

CONFIDENTIAL



. e ‘ :E:" ,{‘ I-"(‘r"" 3
. r/..; f ﬁ amnaont,
DEChH = ; .
‘:) - ViF-121, Wer Dizry, (Ccnt'd)
¢ r)..\ \ .

Aug. 44 - Squadron aboard USS Kvajalein, bound for Espiritu Santos,
hra New Hebrides, Daily clesses comiucted for Squadron in Recog=
_ Aug, 44 rtion, Ravigation, Survival Intelligence, and Performance
and Characteristics of Japanese Alrcraft.

4 Aug. 44 USS Kwajalein arrived at Esgiritu Santos, Hew Hebrides.
8qyuadron disembarked from ship and proce&ed to new airfleld.
Location- Turtlebay Airfield, New Hebrides.

5 Aug. 44 Squadron in process of setting up for flight routine at
Turtlebay field.

6 Aug. 44 The following planes were received, serviced, and ground

tested.
. TYPE BU, # ece F
FG=1A 14040 S0, MAG-11l, SS-11, Ebon
FG-1lA 14064 " " ] i
FG-1A 14140 " " " n
FG-]A 14145 1 { t 1"
FG~1A 14161 n 1] u n
FG-1A 14196 n u 1" "
FG-].& 14201 " 1" 1" "
FG-]A : 14205 " t it f
. FG-1A 14212 " " 1" i
] Pl=1A - 14221 " t 1" _ 1
' FG-lA ' 14233 n " " n
FG-1A 14234 1 " ] L
. FGelA 14237 1 n n "
FG-]A 14249 n " n "
FG-1A 14255 " no ] n
FG-1A 14257 " n " "
FG-1A 14271 1 l n oon
FG-~1A 142@8 , n " " Ul
FG-]A 142 8 " " it n
FC-1A 14204 " " i H
FG=JA 14296 ] 1" n i
FG‘-]A 14297 " 1" n n
FG-1A 14323 ] " n n
FG-1A 14240 " 1] n ]
7 Aug., 44 Flying secured due to unfavorable weather conditlons.
8 Aug. 44 - " |
thru Combat flight tests made on new planes.

10 Aug, 44 Combat flight tests made on 24 planes, Y
thrm 24 planes engaged in division tactics, L

"2 Aug. 44 ! ;o
: ek r:
T A 1 ?g:...D
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13 Auvg. 44 Combat flight tests made on 15 planes. -
Capt. R. M, Rhodes USICR, transferred to Hdq_ Sqdn., MAG-11

. 'Aug. 44 16 planes in two flights of 8 each engaged in division tac-
tics. Combat flight tests made on 6 planes.
Squadron received the following planes.,

TYPE BU-# Received From
FG-1A 14279 50, MAG-11, SS~11, EBON
FG-IA 142 4_ " [} n ]

15 Aug. 44 18 planes engaged in division tactics, Combet flight tests
made on two planes,
Capt. W, ¥, Gamwell USMCR, joined Equadron from Hdq. uqdn.,
MAG-11, to assume duties as ACI Officer. 2nd. Lt. W.
Lockvood USMCR, ACI Officer transferred to Haq, San., ‘MAG-11.

16 Aug. 44 16 plznes engaged in division tactics, Combat flight tests
made on 3 planes,

17 Aug, 44 17 planes engaged in division tactics, Combet flight tests
made on 2 plaines,
18 Aug. 44 10 planes engaged in division tactlcs. Combat flight tests.

_made on 4 planes.

5

18 planes engaged in division tactics, Combat flight tests

' " made on 2 planes.

44
20 Aug, 44 13 planes engaged in division tactles. 7 planes in bombing
practice on Rabaul target.
44 14 planes engaged in division tactics. 5 planes in bombing
: piactice on Rabaul target. Combat flight test made on 1
p ane,
Capt. P, J. Leeds USKCR, transferred to Hdq. Sqdn., MAG 11

21 Aug.

22 Aug, 44  Combat flight test made on 1 plane--remainder of Squadron
secured,

23 Aug, 44 Combat flight tests made on 3 planes, 9 planes engaged in
iivis%on tactics. 7 planes in bombing practice on Rabaul
arge

24 Avg. 44 15 planes engaged in division tactics. 5 planes in bombing
practice on Rabaul target. Combet flight test made on 1 plane,

DECLASSIE] ED
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25 Augo 44
y

27 Aug, 44

§ 8
22

A Aug, 44

Edght (8) Ground Officers and 183 enlistedmen boarded the
Tryon which sailed the samec day,.
Flying secured.

Combat f£light test made on 1 plans, 6 planes engeged in
tgviston tactics. 6 planes in bombing practice on Rabaul
rget. ‘

Two (2) Ground Officers and 66 enlistedmen boarded the USS
Centonurus vhich salled the same day,

1st, lt. L. P. Finiholt USMCR, amd 2nd, lt, R, B, Tucker
USHCR transferred to fhis Squadron from MG-11,

5 planes engaged in division tactics. 7 planes in bombing
practice on Rabaul target.

Flyilng secured.

Final typhus injections given all men aboord the USS Tryon,
and the USE Centaurus,
Flylng secured.

211 Ground Officers aboard the USS Tryon and the USS
Centaurus with the exception of W@ J, W, Howard, went
ashore at Guadalcaml to attend a meeting ordered by
Gensral Rupertus.

Flight tests made on 3 plenes, 21 planes engaged in
mavigation,HOP TO Efates . ‘ . '

Flying secured.




DEGLASSIFIED

CQuNT Vi¥~121, WAH DIARY, (Cont'd)
& P
Flight ichelon___4Q ¥1ight Echelon Q
Grourd ichelon 9 Ground iehtelon _ 246
of which Rine (9) temp-
Kavy Flight turgeon ) orarily uttached to
flight echelons
Eavy Corpsmsn &
A eft. ; H
Alreyeaft [G-14 Ko, 24 Hours ilosn 5210
Piary Frepared bys
~ ¥ . Gamweil "% ds BLYER
G&gtain' UEMCR - . ¥ajor, UEEC
#CI Officexr. Comparsing
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Enclosures

10 s

NE AJIRCRAFT WIKG,
¥ FRARCISCO, GALIFORNIA.

3/N6;ember7\x

The Commanding Officerxg/ e
Tha Commandant of the Marine” Corps.

War Diary, A
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(A) War Diary for period covering 1Sept44 to
305eptd4 .
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reféerence (a).
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
MARINE FIGHTING SQUADRON ONZ TWENTY-ONE,
MARINE ATRCRAFT GROUP ELEVEN, SECCND. BARINE ATRCRAFT. WING,
C/0 FLEET POST OFFICE, 2AN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

TOUR
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DUTY
of
MARINE FIGHTING SQUADRON 121
- from
_1,September9 1944
 to
30 September; 1944
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.~ (Cont'a,
Locationt Flight Echelon . . . Emirau

Grourd Echelon . . ..Peleliu
Commanding Officer: Walter J. Meyer, Majory, U. S. Marine Corps.
¥ext Higher Echelon: Marine Aix Group Eleven
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" apd nine (9) enlisted memr flew from Espiritu Santo to Emirau,

A

tﬁﬁi

'6\:«\9 éﬂu"‘w”“
ﬁiﬁ-lzl Har. Diary, (Cont'd)

During Eeptember, thirty (30) pilots twenty-four (24) planes, |

leaving ten (10) pilots at Espiritu Santo.

The Ground Echelon arrived at Peleliu by boat on “DY day, 15
september, to prepare for the arrival of the planes. Officers and
men came ashore in small groups to make up working parties start-

ng 16 September. By the 20 Beptemberi a temporary camp was es-
t

tablished by Squadron One Twenty-One w
accounted for.

h all officers and men

The area was subject to consideréble sniper and some mortar
and artillery fire. On the 21 Septemberé tvo men were reported .

mlssing in ection. The nights of the 2
One Twenty-One furnished detaills of 10 and 33 men respec

nd and the 23rd%18q§ad§on
vely for

duty as stretcher bearers, Many of these men served a$ riflemen
and grenade throwers with the First Marine Divislon. '

1 Sept.
2 Septe
3 Sept.
4 Sept.

5 Sept.

6 Sept.
7 Sept.
8 Sept.
9 Sept.
ld'Sept.

-~ 11 Sept.
12“Sépta'
13 Sept.

&N

I N S

3

S S N S D N

I
EN

Flying secwed, wa i Bered BT
.ef81xteen (16) planes engaged 1n division tactics.if,_f

Flying secured.
Flying secured.
Fiying secured.

Twenty-four (24) planes engaged in flight from
Espiritu Santo to Guadalcanal to Bougenville.

Twenty-four (24) planes engaged in flight from
Bouganville to Emirau. :

Flying secured.
Flying.secured.

~Flying secured.

Twenty (20) ﬁianes engaged in division tactics.
Flying secured.

Eighteen (18) planes engaged in division tactics.

‘Three (3) planes engaged in section tactios.

_:fﬁﬂﬂ;~n=€kftm;i“"gf
Four’ (4) planes ‘engaged An section taCtios'-@Uﬁﬂ“%ﬁFif*i&»»bw’




;;ggg;?_ :meylzi”War'Diarys(Contid)_'
016 Sepﬁ; 44 F;&ing Sééﬁréd,
o 17 Septs 44 . Flyfiﬁ'ng;sécured« |
18 Bept, 44 Twéhfy+£ou£3(24)fp1anéa engaged in division tactics.
,19.éé§t; 44 Flying secured. .
20 Sept, 44 One (1) plane made test fiight. All other flying

secured,
21 Septa Flying secured.

One fl) plane made test flight. All other flying

22 Sept,
: secured

44
44

23 Bept. 44 Two (2) planes mad: test flights.
44

24 Sept. Flying secured.,
25 Sept. 44 One (1) plane mad: test flight. All other flying
- secured.

26 Sept. 44 Flying secured.
, 27 Sept, 44 -'Twenty4fou; (24) yleznes engaged in division tactics,

28 Sept. 44 Eleven (11) planer engaged in division tactiecs.

29 Sept; 44. Twelve (12) rlanes engaged 1in division tactics.
30 Septs 44 Flying secured. |
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L}FWHI, WAR DIARY, (Cont'd)
ogtnlz Repog of Pegsogngl

Flight Echelon___ 40 = Flight Echelon __0

Ground Echelon 9 Ground Echelon 244
L - : , of which. Nine (9) temp-

Navy Flight Surgeon ] orarily attached to

flight echelpn.

Navy Corpsman 8
Persomne’, Lo st -

DEATON, Ernest B. USMCR, Pfc., J20928 Missing in action. -
MALICOKT, Truman L., USM é Sgt.. 320405, Missing in action.

Adrcraft, and Hum}er'or Hours Flown

Afrcraft pa FG-1A Total Hours Flown _ 428.6
Total Number Flights__ 208

_Diary Prepared by:

W, W, Gl V. J. MEYER .
Captain, USKCR ¥ajor, USMC
AC Offlcer Commarding:
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" UNXTED BTATES MARINE CORFS -

HARINE FIGHTING BQUADRON ONE TWERTY OKE, FLIGHT ECHELON,
MARYNE AIRCRAFT GROUP KLEVEN, SECOND EARINE AIRCRAFT VING,
G/0 FLEFT POST OFFICE, SAN FEANGISCO, CALIFORNIA,

4 November, 1944

.Ffbmi" . The Commanding Officer. ' J&/’
Tos The ‘Commandant of tha Marine Corps. ) ;/

Subject: = VWar Diary. /LgLV
References (2) Ltr cof InstnvNo. 731.

Enclosures (A) Vier Diary for period covering 10ct44 to

310cta4., .
1, Enclosure (A) i1¢ submitted in accordance with
reference (a).

) | } ¥, J. MEYER,
‘.‘,‘?';5!‘"“--v—t—o'—--n-u-,':-—”—v'--'--"-'-&-'4""O'!:
Dist: CHCy CominCn, U. S, Fle=t; CG, MAWP; CG, 2dMh¥;

CO; MAG-11, F I L E. -7
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Locations Peleliu.

Commanding Officerz' Walter J, Heyer, Major, U S+ Marine Corps.
Next Highér:Echeloni ¥arine Alir Group Fleven,
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CORLT Yxp-121 WAR DIARY, (Cont'd)

s 1A

On the 25th of Cctober, the flight echelon of twenty-three
(23) planes and twenty*eigh% (28) pilots arrived at Peleliu from
Emirau, Combat operations started on the 26th of October.

The ground echelon estsblished a permanent camp on a new
area northwest of the pi{rfield and preparations were madse for
the arrival of the pllots. :

Yorking parties assisted in the unloading and the establish.
ment of an air base.

On the 2nd of October, & cshell landed in a fox-hole in our
- area injuring five men, one of whom died on the 3rd of October.:

During the rest of the month our camp was éubject to consider-.
able shellfire which wounded 1n all twenty-four (24) men of which
seventeen (17) had returned to the squadron by the 1lst of November.

A letter of appreciation of =ervices rendered by aviastion
personnel vias received from General Rupertus. Copy apperded
hereto.

1 Oct. 44 Nineteen (19) planes engaged in division tacties.

2 .0ct, 44 Three (3) planes made tést flights. All other
Tlights secured.

3 Oct, 44 Flying secured.
4 Qect. 44 Twenty-two (22 Planes engaged in division tacties.
5 Oct. 44 Flying secured. '
-6 Oct. 44 Two (2) plahes mede test flights. All other flying
secured. : - :
.7 Oct, 44 One (1) plane made test flight. Twenty-three (23)
: planes engaged in division tacties.
8 Oct. 44 Two (2) planes mage test flights. All other flying

secured,

9:0ct, 44 Flying Secured.

I !
e, X P

-~

10" 0ct, 44 Flying Secured. B mwi{:}

‘\“_-;-a"

11 Ot 44 Flying Secured,
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12 Oct. 44 Twenty-four (24) plenes engaged in division tactics,

13 Octs 44 One (1) plane made test flights ,Ali othef f£1lying
secureds ' ' _ : '

14 Cct. 44 Flying secured.

15 Octe 44 One (1) pléné mede test flight. twenty~three (23)
planes engsged in navigation flight,

16 Oét, 44 Twenty-two (22) planes engaged in division tacticss

17 Oct. 44 Flying secured. #ajor Clay left in a Commando for
Pelelius _ :

18 Oct., 44 Three (3) plenes engsged in ravigatlon £1ight.

19 Cct. 44 Flyipg secureds K¥ajor Clay arrived at Peleliu at 1800.

20 Oct. 44 Flylng secured.

21 Qct. 44 Ten (10) plenes engaged in section tacticss
00 Qct. 44 Flylng secured

23 Oct. 44 Flying secured.

o4 Cet. 44 Twenty-four (24) plenes ard twenty-nine (29) pilots
escorted by Commendos took off from Emirau-at 0815
and arrived at Owi at 1315, Lt EcVay's: plane dev~.
elcped enzine trouble which forced his return to
Emiraus ' _ ' .

%5 Oct, 44 Twenty-three (23) planes and.twentyéeight (28)
pllots escorted by commandos took off from 0wl at
0900 and arrived at Peleliu at 1230.

26 Oct. 44 fwentyeight (28) flights were mede for area

_ fapiliarizations : : :
27 Oct., 44 ‘Major Hay's flight of four (4) planes for comb2t
R ~air patrol from 0530 to 0730
~Major Meyerls. fiight of four (4) planes for combat
o air patrol from 1600 to 1800.
'?C¢£;444'Eéj§rfﬁhy's flight of four (4) planes on barge
., . -isyeeps arcund Babglthuap from 0645 to 0809«

[
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29 Oct. 44

A

30 Oet, 44

31 Octe.

N \
byl

s

Major Clay's flight of three (3) planes (Lt. Deen's
plane blew a tire on take-off) on barge sweeps
around Babelthuap from 0700 to 0825,

Major Hay's flight of four (4) plenes on submarine
patrol south of Korror from 1000 to 1215. One (1)
plene made test f£light.

Remairding flights were secured due to weather,

Lt, Beall's flight of four {4) planes on berge N
sweeps around Urukthapel ard Bapelthuap from 0700 V
to 30.

" Major Clay's flight of four (4) planes on barge

sweeps over Babelthuap from 1000 to 1140. Fires A
started in Garunesukan Colony and Arumonogol. Lts?°

' G11lis's plane hit in left tire, right wingﬁAwing

44

root forward of flap and aft of cockplt by

Ma jor Hay's flight of four (4) planes on brrge

sweeps around Bapelthuap from 1250 to 1415. Set
fire in western part of Ngardman, oStraffed gun _ixg
emplacements for PT hoats at TW(75.7-22.6). ﬁ/!b
Major Meyer's flight of eleven (11) planes (Lt. ™
Bates had engine trouble) on bombing mission at

Yap at 1300. Pancaksd at 1625. ACA-1 report
attached.

Further flights secured due to weather.

Lt. Watson's flight of four (4) planes on Davwn

Patrol from 0530 tc 0740. - <
Major Clay's flight of twelve (12) planes off at a:‘
1240 to bomb Yap airileld and make barge sweeps "y
along the shore. Ten planes pancaked at 1605. '
It. Beall did not rejoin the formation after the
dive. ¥ajor Clay circled Gegil-Tomil in search of the
last pilot with no results and finelly pancaked at
1645, ACA-1 report attached.
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i

bﬂ,gwﬁ?sﬁﬁﬁvd Honthly. Renort of Personngl
O |
Ltsicers’ . | Erdisted Men
Flignt Eohelon 39 = . Flight Echelon___Q
* ground Echelon - 9, . Ground Echelon __243
»“QEHavy'Flight Sﬁrgeon 1., Navy Corpsman | 8

Ee:ﬁgnngl Lost
BFALL, George O., USMCR, 1lst Lu,, 02331, lMissing in aét*'on.
-HILLAGU, Richard c., USHCR, Sgto; 499964 Died of wounds

Ai“craftl and kumber cf Hours Wlown

Aircraft _23 FG-lA Total Hours Flown .591¢2 .
o Total Fumber Flights 285

Diary-Prepared By:

V. V. CERTETE - TF. J. MEYER
Captain USHCR ' - Hajor, USKC
ACIL Off{cer Commanding
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HEADQUARTERS , MAKINE AIRCRAFT GROUP ELEVEN,
SECOND KAKRIKE AIRCRAFT WING, c/o ¥LEET POST OFFICE,

SAK FRAKCISCO, C/LIFORNIA,.

Y RS

19 October 1944.

GROUP  MEMORARDUM)
s APPRECIATICN OF SERVICES.

KUMBER, , «18-1944)
| 1. The below 1is quoted for informztion:

Froma The Commanding General, First Marine Division.

To The Commanding Officer, Marine Alr Group Eleven.

Via 3 The Commanding Gereral, Second Marine Aircraft LT
Wi ng. ‘ "\::j.::.

Subject: Appreciation of Services, RN

1. "The performance of duty of the officers and

men of your command has, throughout the assault phase on
Peleliu and Ng sebus, been such as to warrant the hilghest
praise., The whole-hearted ccoperation and outstanding ser-,
vice rendered by your command during unloading, expeditious
establishment of ;ithe alr bese, and in furnishing large numb-
bers of stretcher bearers to evacuate casualties from the
front.lines, has materially aided in the successful accomp- -
lishment of this extremely difficult operation. On behalf

of the officers and men of the First Harine Division I wish
to extend to your entire comzan’ z "Well Donei"

W. H. RUPERTUS
| o 1st Enﬂofsemenﬁ 17 October 1944 |
HE#DQUARTERS ,
SECOND MARINE AIRCRAFT WIKG, FLRET MARINE FORCE,
4 FLEET POST OFFICE, SiH FRANCISCO, CALIFORKIA.

‘Froms - Commarding Generel. ‘
Tos Commending Offlcer, Karine Aircraft Group Eleven.
Subjects Appreciation of Services. _
1. "Delivered with pleasure and heartiest con-

gratulations " SR L . _
o : | JA¥ES T. HOORE. . -

2, ' The Commanding Officer desires to take thls.ops' ..
portunity to expressy to all oificers and men of this commandy ... - 7
hls: sincere appreciation for thé. fine ccoperation and devotion: ... 7 LTy
to duty shown by all. May this finag spirlt continue to be the .»t‘~w;s;?

watchword of all squadrons end our groups =~ R
Colénel, UG 2 -
. Commandinggo

R

- e . e e e



. e g T ‘u g N
D‘M S [ e o 0 R.S. No—
’ . URITED STATES BARINE CCRPS ' 27/&77£”/*L

MARINE ¥IGHUTIHEG SQUADRON ORE TWENTY-ORE, //Z
MARIFEL“RIRCRAFT GROUP E LEVLhI SECUND MARIKE QIRCRAFT WIKG, 7y yyf
C/O FILEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRAFCISCO, CALIFORNIA,

3 December, 1944.

I roms The Commanding Cfficer,
o} The Commandant of the ¥arine Corps.

Jubject: War Diary. ' / M#Q
(e

Referencet (a) Ltr of Instn Ko, 731.

Erclosure:  (4) War Diary for period covering 1Nov44 to
3 ONov44 .

Erclosure (A) 4s =ubmitted in accordance vith
reference (a),

W, J. HEYER,
Dists CHC; CominCh, U, S. l‘left; CG, MiWP; CG, 2nd¥AW; '
CO, BAG-11, » I L E.
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- UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS - T
. MARINE FIGHTIKG SQUADROK ONE TWENTY-URE, :
MARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP ELEVEN, SECOND MARINE AIBCRAFT WIKG, :
C/0 FLEET POST OFFICE, SAN FRAKCISCO, CALIPOBNIA 3
TOUR L
of ?:_ o
DUTY , . A
of .
KARINE FIGHTING SQUADRON 121
from
1 November, 1944 I
£} ' I

30 Novenmier, 1944

ENCLOSURE "“AM
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Dist: CHC; CoinChy Us Si Fleet: CGy kAWP; ce, aHAwg
~co, MAG 11; F ILE. |
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t Etates Marine Cor a VMF~121 War Dis
Un# % © Pl ? (Gont'zg

Location: Peleliv. o : '
Commanding Officer: W, J. Heyer, Hajor, Up S Marine Corps.
Next Higher Echelons Marine 2ir Group Eleven.
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VMF_lzl WAR DIRRY, (Cont'd)

{/kov. 44 Kajor Snowden'!s division of four planes on barge sweeps
0505 to 0620,
Lt, Vatson's division of four planes on barge uweeps

-/£745 to 0915,
t, Hill's division of four planes on barge sweeps
(L7 1055 to 1240,
_Hajor Hay's divisicn of four planes on barge sweeps
4¢¥ 1325 to 1440,
' Lt. H111's and Hajor Hay's divisions strafed gun posi-
tions pointed out by PT boats.
Lt. iicVay reported in from Xmirau.

2 Kov. 44 Major Clay's division <f four planes on dawn patrol
0530 to 0730. |
Kajor Hay on triciiliig rL\Cl r: G550 to 1055.
Major Srowden's division of foar planes on dusk patrol
155 to 1800.
magor Heyer made test hop 1425 to. 1515,

3 Kov. 44 Major Mever'f division of four planes on davn patrol
0530 to 0730.
Lt, Hill on search for unidentified boat at 153N. - -~
Also on ﬁ' tracking hop 0935 to 1040.
Major Hay's divisicn cf four planes on dusk patrol
1555 to 1800,
Lt. ¥cVay made test hop 1500 to 1545, .

4 Kov. 44 Lt. Dodson's division of four planes on dewn patrol
0525 to 0735,
Lt., Perry on AA trackirg hop 0945 to 1040.
Lt. Folen made test hop 1010 to 1105.
Lt. Perry on weather hop 1150 to 1215;
Lt,. Havkins on weather hop 1425 to 1500,
Lt. Hill's division of four plunus on dusk patrol
1545 to 1800,
Transferred BURROWS, John 5., Captain, USHCR, to SS- -11,

JiAG 11 .
Trarﬁferred BURRO"S Reld H., Captain, UubCR to S5-11,

Nov. 44 Major Meyer's flight of eleven planes (Lt, Watson had
a trouble on take-off) took off 0830 to bomb Gagil-Tomil
0' " .strip (Yap)-end make barge sweeps around Yap. A11 -
| lanes returned at 1135, ACA-1 report attached. Poi;:)
tv Fornonzini mede test hop 1515 to 16(29,,L AN o Sl
, TR

“g;ﬂov. 44 th; Hlll'r aiv*Cion of four planes o(ﬁ” Dge sweep around

o,

A

*Eabelthuap 0745 to 0925+ Lt. Perrv s plane vias hit by
éﬂ AN In left- w*ng intercooler.

pol:

Majov Clay's division of four pﬁqnes ‘on ba; a - sueep over'

-LBabelthuap 1000 - to 1125,
,'Flylng Necured reqt of day due to bad weather COHdltionu

v
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7 Nov; 44 Flying secured due to bad weather conditions.

8 Nov. 44 Major Hay's ‘division of four planes on dusk patrol
1555 tc 1705.

'All other flying secured to bad weather corditions,

9 Hov. 44 Major Snowden's division of four planes on barge sveep
over Babelthuap 0655 to 0E20.
Lt. Watson's division of four planes on Large swWeep
over Babnlthuap 0900 to 1015.
Lt. H111's Qivision of four planes on barge SwWeep
over Jaboltnuap 1055 to 1215.
Major Cley's division of four planes con brrge sveep
over babelthuup 1350 to 1515.
At approximately 1830 (after dark) Major Meyer's flight
"of seven planes taxied out for an emergency strike.
After clearance from the tower ard instruction to all
pilots to taxi to the mlddle of the rumway five planes
started to taxi to the center of the rumv:iay as they had
no 1irnts on the first haif. Lt. Polen, in the sixth
plane, #14240, initiated a take-off from the erd of the
rumay Sbrlllr‘” Lt. Kellv's plane, #14145, crushing the
turtle beck and cenope, and Lt. Holcombe's plane,
#14161, damaging the left wing.
Request wre made to the tower to close the field which
was done lcaving Lt. Kelly's plane dicabled on the run-
way. Lt, Kelly got out and clear of his plane.
Approximotely fifteen seconds after Lt. Polen, Lt.
Perry, in plane #14288, initiated a take-off from the
end of the field St;lnlDF the fifth plane, #14237, .
which was piloted by Lt, H1ll, damaging the left vilng
of that plzne and the right wing of his owin., Lt. Perry
cut the throttle and rclled to a stop at the end of the
strip.
Approxlﬂ"tolv three ninutes lster \hen all planes vere cTear,
. of the fleld except Lt, Kelly's damaged plene, lajor
Snowden taxied out and initiated a take-off from the |
‘ end of the field. During the take- off Hajor Snowden's
plane, #14196, crashed into Lt. Kelly's plane, demol-

/ ishing boeth plenes.
- KL}W . Hajor Snovden wes serioucsly but not critically injured.-
[ Lt. Polen, whose plane was danaged on take-off so that

safe control could not be maintained at low upeedu,
-bailed out over the water and was rescued. -
Major MNelson, Lis, lluntington, Carmena, Harsher, Findholt
‘and Spocner reperted in to Peleliu from Pspiritu Santos
via Munda, Bmirau, Vokde, aboard transport (Commendo).

X\ |

\,/lO NOV. 44- Major blay s flif’ht of twelve planes on bomblng and f.;".\f-\
strafing mission to Ngeregong 0605 to 065'0. A(,A 1 g\\‘\.ﬁ,\‘\kﬂ‘:".)
v/feoo*t No. 4 attached. 9 et
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@/10 Nov. 1944 Major Meyer's flight of twelve planes on mission to bomb
' the East Radio Station at southern Babelthuzp 1130 to
V§¥ 1225. t. Holcozbe's plane developed engine trouble ard
turned to base without dropping bomb. ACA-1 repcrt
0. 5 attached. _
Lts. Gi11lis and Fornonzini on test hops 0705 to 0735.
Lts, Fornonzinl and Reid on test hops 1550 to 1635.

11 Nov. 1944 HMajor Meyer's division of four planes on dawn patrol
' 0525 to 0740. '
Major Hay's flight of eight planes on practice scramble.
Intercept B-24's on return from Koror 1015 to 1100.
lia jor Yelson's flight of six plesnes on familiarization
hop around Palau, _
Lts, Wetson znd Fates on test hops 1500 to 1520,
Ma jor Clay's division of four planes on dusk patrol
/ 1555 to 1800.
y :
b12 Nov. 1944 Lt. Ringer on test Lop 0815 to 0915.
Mz jor Hay on test hcp 1445 to 1545.
Major Clay's flight of twelve plares on a hombing mis-
sion to Gagil-ZTomil strip (¥ap) and to make & barge

1 sweep around the isiand tock off at 1215. #fter bomb-
P & ing and strafing hkad been completed all plarnes rendez-

voused coff the south tip of Yap. Lt. Deen noticed signs
of an o0il leak 1in L%#. Gillis's plone, #14140, and celled
¢111is. Lt. Gillis thought thst he could meke the trip.
back to Peleliu but iiajor Ciay decided to. make the 175
mile shorter trip to Uiithi instead with his division of
vhich Lt. Gillis was @ member, :
Kajor Nelson's and Ii., Hill's division returned to
base at 1525, : '
Dumbo wes contacted and followed HMajor Clay atout ten
miles behind. The cil leak became viorse so Lt. Gillls
vzs forced to make & water landing at 1432, the plane
remzining aflozt for over 2 minute at 240° Magretic a-
tout 50 miles from Ulithi. Gillis got out of his plane
and atout eight minuies after landing dye marker, which ,
was clesrly visible. wvas spread on the water. Major Clay - !
Lt. Deen, and Lt. Findholt all saw Gillis apparently safe .
/ in the vater and circled him until Dumbo arrived approx-

_// imately twelve minutes later. The pilot of the Dumbo -

V' Commarder Sanger saw Gillis wave on his pase and landed

_ his plane a short distance avay. After landing the Dumbo

\ could not find Gillis tut did see his canteen float by..
The planes circled until 16310 and with- gas running low
and with Dumbo taking on water, all proceeded to Ulithi,
landing at 1635. ACA-1 report No. 6 attached. . ey
Transferred the following aircraft. : AL E
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_FG-1A- 14196
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-“/ig/;ov. 1944 Lt, Fornonzinil's division of {four planes on barge

swecp over Babelthuap 0650 to 0815.

70Hajor Hay's division of four planes on borge eweep

979 oyer Debelthuap 0925 to 1045. —

¥ajor Heyer's division of four plance on barge
sweep over Babelthuap 1330 to 1500«
Lt, Batson's divisicn of four planes on barge swecp
over Babelthuap 1520 to 1640. '
Yo jor Melson made test hop 1305 to 1345.
Lts. Cocoley, Ficher, and Thempson reported in from
Egpiritu vantos, ‘ .
Received the followming aircraft

Typa B, lo, From

F4U-1D 57562 CASU-13
F4U~1D 57285 CLSU-13
F4U=-1D 57540 C CASUAL3

14 Rov. 1944 Major eleson's divizicon of four plsnes on dawn
Eatrol 0525 to 0740, ' :
t. H411's Givislon of four plenes on dusk patrol
1550 to 1805, o , '
Yajor Clay, Lt. Deen, ard Lt. VFincholt tock off from
-, © ylitnd @t 1250 and arrived ai Peleliu at 1530.
/ It, 11111's divisica of four plenes on practlce scrzm-
ble 1200 to 1235, -
Maisr Hay mede a test hop 1039 to 1135.
1Lt. Harsher #ade & test hop 1350 to 1450.
Trapsferred the Tollovuing dircraft.

Ivng : Bu,lo. Io
F4U-1D 57285 | Ve -114
F4U-1D 57562 VidF-122

v/iS Nov, 1944 Major Hay's flight of twelve plancs of f on bombing
AN " . mission to Gagil-Tumil strip (Yap) and to make barge - - 0
R ~sweep around lslani at 0600. A1l plenes rcturned at . R
© 0935 except Lt, Holcombe who could not retract vwheels R
after Gives Lt. Holcombe flew wing on Dumbo arriving
‘ ‘at Peleliu at 1030, ACh-1 report Ko. 7 attached.

v/ié Kovs 1944 Lt vatson's division on barge swesp over Bebelthuap
o 0645 to 0800 :

" +Major Relson's divislon of four plsnes on berge sweep - ...
oyer Pabelthuap C920 to 10404 ' R .

2Lty Fornonzinl’s alvisicn of four plsnes. on barge. - .+ il
_ .."~sweep over Bsbelthuap 1100 to 1220, One thirty foot . -
@;ffj77h;mptor.barge,sunk and. a bullding cestroyed,.burning . .-
oA to the ground. | - SR
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L/ié'Nov._l944 Major Clay's divisicn of four planes on barge Sweep
- 77-1/cver Babelthuap 1255 to 1430. Lt. Findholt's plare
was hit in the tall with 40mm AA,
Lt. Ringer's division of four planes on barge Sweep
over Babelthuap 1445 to 1645.
Major Meyer made test hop 1500 to 1630.
Lts. Reld and Jensen flew test hops 0745 to 0845.

‘ [ Y
WAR DIARY, (Cont'd)

17 Fov., 1944 Major Heyer's division on dawn patrol 0525 to 0740.

Major Hay on calibration hop 0950 to 1050.

Lts. Reid and Perry on Af tracking problem 1300 to
1440.
Lt. Kinger's division of four planes on practice
seramble 1510 to 1530.
Major Clay's divisicn on gusk patrol 1550 to 1815,
Received the following aircraft.

TYPE BU. NO. FROM
V///‘- F4U-1D 57804 AROU-1

18 Nov: 1944 -Major Heyer's flight of twelve planes took off for
Yap at 1140 to vomb both Gagil-Tomil and Yap strips.
/]b flso to strafe targets of opportunity. Both fields
+) ' were made unservicable and eight Japanese planes :
gere strafed on the ground. Fifteen were seen in 211,
2 half of which appeared in good condition prior to
our strafing. '
Although no 4A was seen, Lt. Carnena was apparently
/ hit in the engine and made 2 forced landing in the
\lk water. Ie was rescued by Dumbo in about five min-
utes snd wes returned to the base unhurt at 1230.
The other eleven planes returned undanaged at 1140.
ACA-1 report No. 8 attached.
I3 Tucker arrived by plane from Espirliu Santo at

1530+

&//19 Nov. 1944 Lt. Ringer's divisicn (Lts. Cooley Fisher,-Holcombe)
'(bn barge sweep 0730 to 0915. OCne 60" power boat and
27> two 30'-40' barges were sunk in Gamliangel Bay. ACA-]
- report No, attached. T
¥ajor Nelson's division of four planes on barge sweep
cver Babelthuap 0900 to 1030. ‘ : .
. Lt. Hill's division of four planes on barge sveep
“over Babelthuap 1055 to 1220. L N '
. Lt. Fornonzini's division. on barge sweep OvVer Babele
" thuap. 1300 to 1415. Sighted 3000-4000 ton AK at
O TRABR.028040). e
1'3>Major“Hay's"division of four-plané&;bﬁibarge_SWeep:gﬁfﬁ
'“57770ver{5abelthuap 1620 to 1740.  Strafed:one 60T boat-
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20 Nov. 1944

at TA(49.0-68.5) with no visible results.
Yajor Hay made test hop 0920 to 1010.
Lts. Fisher and Thompson made test hop 1545 to 1640.

Major Clay's division of four-planes on davin patrol
0525 to 0745. ‘

Lt. Brown pmade test hop 0900 to 0945. ~ .
Lt. Watson's division of four planes on scramble fron
0945 to 1045. ~ o
Lt, Reid mzde test hop 1400 to 1530.

. Lt. Ringer's division of four plénes on dusk patrol

v/gl Nov. 1944
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22 Nov., 14

23 Nov. 1944

1545 to 1810. ‘

¥z jor Nelson's flight of twelve planes took off for

Yap a2t 0830 to bozb the Yap strip and to make & barge
sweep around the islands. Very little enemy activity was
observed 2lthough a few small boats and barges were
strafed. Fleven planes returned to base at 1140. .

Kajor Ciay's plane, #14323, on a strafing run at 248

(Yap HMap), hit the deck very close to the shore and ex-

ploded, Iajor Clay was killed in action. ACA-1 report
io, 10 attached. . _
Hajor ieyer and Haior Hay on test hops 0835 to 0945.

Lt. Fornonzini's division of four planes on barge SWeep
over Bazbelthuap 0607 to 071%. _ ' ‘
.4, Brown's divisicn of four planes on barge sweep over
Bakhelthuap 0730 to (340. '
Major lay's division of four planes on barge sweep

over Babelthuap 0950 to 1100. '

Lt. Ringer's divisicn of four planes on barge steep
over Babelthuap 1150 to 1340. :

Lt. Gatcon's divislon of four planes on barge sweep
over Babelthuap 155C to 1710. .

Lt. Fornonzini's hop putting slow time on new ergine
0900 to 1115: ‘

Major Hay's division of four planes on dawn patrol
0530 to 0740, S '

Hajor Nelson's division of four planes on scramble
1250 to 1400. : : - -
Lt, Ringer's division of four planes on scramble

1500 to 1540.

Major Heyer's division of four planes on dusk patrol.

- 1550 to 1800.

. 1500.

\/é;;N91@f1944‘
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Captain'Leeds, visiting pilot, on test hop 1315 to 1430."
¥a jor HMitchell, yisiting pilot, orn test hop 1400 to R
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24 Nov. 1944 on & shuttle hop to Ulithi making & coordinated at.
tack on Gazil-Tomil strip with 12 TEF's from VHTB-232.
fter making seven direct hits and three in the revet-
ment area with 500 1b. G.P. bombs a complete sweep of
the islend was made in search of some enemy activity.
The field wes unservicable and po enemy activity was
observed. ' ' :
Meager and insccurate heavy AA was observed over the
strip. _
~ The ilight landed st Ullthi at 1700 undemeged.
L/ Y-ACA-1 report Ho. 11 attoched,
V//25 love 1944 Lt. Wateson's division of four planes on dawn patrol
0530 tc 0740, ' ' '
Lt, Broun's division of four planes on dusk petrol
1555 to 1805 '
Lt. 1#111's @ivigion of fowr plares on scramble 0850 to
0230, '
Lt, Spooner nzde

y 3
ejor Hay's 1light
a

ost hop 134% to 1515.
i fwelve plznes took off from
Ulithi at 2650, makin coordinated attack on the
Yap strip with ten T3¥'s from Vii'TE 232,
e ) Cne bombt rack wrs broken and one plane dropped 1its
¢ “ yomb on the taxi-wav leaving only 10 x 500 1bs. G.F.. .
Lombs carried.
Hine hits on the strip &nd one in the revetment area
vere ohterved. The field was unsérvicable. #11 planes
on the fileld ard in the revetment area viere damaged
grobably bevord repair. - '
n the sweep arcund the islends (Yap) no encmy ectivity
.was observed. ' '
Fo AR was encounterced. '
A1l planes returned to Peleliu at 091Y undemaged.
ACAL ‘ggﬂ;_wuoéwlﬁ..‘ attached,
Hecelved the following ailrcraft,

¥
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TYPE, ~ BU, KO, FROM
F4U:1D 57797 | 88-11, MAG-1L
F4U-1D 59692 S5-11, MAG-11

/
V/26 Wov, 1944 ILt. Bill's divisicon of four planes on harge swWeep
' ' " over. Pabelthuap 0625 to 0745. - ,
- Major Nelson's divizion of four planes on barge sveep
47+ pver Babelthuap 0925 to 10554 | -
/Lt Ringer's division of four plenes on barge sweep
: ;;_:«.“-‘(¢01é§_Babelthuapgand on coordinated attock with Ma jor
G Y Meyer's flight, strefing LA positions just® ahedd of . _
S Y dhe bombing miscion,  Took off at 1315 and 1anded\l445;{?
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..f/é; Nov. 1944‘/ﬁ;jor Meyer's flight of eleven planes (It . Brown's
, : plane had engine trouble) took off at 1400 with 150.
gallons napalm in belly tanks. The target was a re-
A ported concentration of epemy stores and ampunition
+Z " on the northern peninsula of Babelthuap. Seven bombs
landed 1n the target area starting a fire 1n one of
the buildings aend numerous small fires. Four bombs
hung up, two were released over the land to the east
of the target and two over the water. Ten bombs were
seen to explode. '
Light AL was encountered but.no damage V&S done and
all planes returned to Peleliu at 1500. _LCA-1 report
No,.l13.attached. _ -

t . Fornonzini's division of four planes on barge
sweep over Babeltlmap 1530 to 1645. ‘
Major Hay's division of four planes on barge sveep
over Bakbelthmap 1630 to 1715.

Lt, Spoonsy made 2 test hop 1055 to 1205,

V//27 Nov. 1944 Lt. Broun's division of four planes on barge Sweep

over Bazbelthuzp 830 to 0950. _
Lt. %atson's divisgion of four planes on harge sweep
over Babelthuap 1070 to 1120. :
Lt. Hill's division of four planes on barge sveep
over Babelthuap 1155 to 1320.
Major Meyer's diviszion of four plenes on barge sweep
over Babelthuap 1350 to 1520. '
Lt. Ringer's divislon of four planes on barge sweep
over Babvelthuap 1550 to 1740.

—Major Nelson made 2 test hop with 1 % 1000 1b. G.P.

, -tomb and two belly tenks 1330 to 1515 in a ¥4U-1D.

(1L> Bomb was dropped over sitrip on southern Babelthuap.

t ! _Major Hay made a fest hop with 2 x 1000 1b. G.P. bombs
and one belly tank 1330 to 1500. Bombs viere dropped
on strip on southern Bazbelthuap. A new F4U-1D was
used. . _ N '

Lt. Reid on gas test hop in F4U-1D 1520 to 1715,
Lt. Tucker made a test hop 1605 to 1705

28 Nov. 1944 Joi?ed %OOD, Edward P., 2nd Lt., USECR, from Hq-Sq. ,
: WAV, ' ‘
‘Lt. Brown's division of four planes on dawn patrol
10530 to 0740, -
ts. Keller and Dodson on calibration hop 1215 to 1445..
+. Polen mrde- test hop 1030 to 1230. . ENTWL'
Lt. Holcombe made test hop 1030 to 1200. y9§ﬂ9/1~ ‘
Major Helson's division of four planes on scramble '
1430 to 1455. : ‘ o - T
.~ Major Meyer made test hop 1430 -to 16104 .. .
©'Lt, Hill's divisiocn of four planes on dusk patrol,

‘:?f1' ‘7 1555 to 1805 e
o o S B B
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28 Hov, 1944 Thirty-one pilots had one hour each, nlght flying

29 Hov, 1944

»/§6;Nov{ 1944

e
P

»,)’L/

between 1900 and 2200.
Flying secured due to bad weather conditions,

Major Meyer's flight of eleven plsnes got off at 1205
for bombing mission at Yap. Lt, Bates had flat tire
and did not take off.

Lt. Carmena returned to field with engine trouble at
1230.

The flight was over target at 1334, placing seven
bombs on the target area. Bombing wes followed by a
barge sweep around island.

Results of bombing mission and barge sSweep Were negative,
No Al or enemy activity vies observed. 4All planes re-
turned safely at 1510, : '
ACA-1 report o, 14 attached.

Transferred the Tollowing alrcrai‘te

TYPE BU.NO. . TO
F4U-1D 57 g4o VMF-122
FaU-1D 7804 VHEF-122
F4U-1D 57692 . VHF-122
F4U-1D 57767 VI4F-122

Received the following aircraft.

TYPE BU.KO. FROHM
FG-1A 14195 - VEF-122
FG-1A - 14231 VIF-122
FG-1A 14136 VMF-122-
FG-TA 14020 VMF-122
i *Y‘ i Ei*‘1‘)
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% Two officers joined. in August not noted in previous. recapitulation.

‘Personnel Lost

GILLIS, Robert L., USHCR, 1st Lt.; 024719, Missing in action.
CLAY, William Jr., USKC, ¥ajor, (7176, Killed in action.

Ajrereft Lost

FG-1A, #14240, Operational, recommended to be stricken 10Nov44.

FG-14, #14140, Operational, recommended to be stricken 13Nov44.

FG-1A, #14237, Enemy Action, reccmmended to be stricken 18Hov44.
FG-1A, #14323, Unknown, recommended to be stricken-21Nov44.

Aircraft Assigned & Number of Hours Flown
Aircraft assigned___21 FG-)A | Total Hours Flown_ 883.,0
Total Rumber Flights 5‘2'

Diary Prepared By:

EDWARD P. WOOD B WL o MEYER

ond Lt., USHMCR . .+ Major, USKC

Intelligence Officer

Commending - -
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UNITED STATES HARINE CORPS |
m—[‘ ltII

el FIGHTIKG SGUADRON OKE IWENTY-OND,
TURINE AIRCRAFT GROUP ELEVEN,

FOU?TH BARINE AIRCRAFT BLSE DEFERGE WIKG,
C/O FLEET- POST OFI‘ICJ, SiN FREKCISCO, CrLIFOR ANTA,

3 January, 1945,
From1 The Commar\cing Officer, ' "‘,f";g’/i/,cﬂ
Tos: The Comrandaht of the Earine Corps. ‘*“Mﬁ}cﬁy
" S5 )
Subject: War Diary.. IR
Referencet  (a) Ltr of Inetn Fo, 731. ' o 2
Fnclosure:  (A) War Diary for period covering 1Dec44 to

3lDeC44. .

1. Enclosure (L) 1s sulmitted in acccrdance with
reference (a),

_ Vi, J.-EEYER. :
Dist: LL'C, CoqinCh, U. Do Fleo 3 CG, LJ\Upg CG, 4thiih¥y

R CO C ___-l_’ . I L ]J..
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UNITED STATES KARINE CORFS
MARINr FIGHTING SQUADRON OKE TWENTY..ONE
LIRCRAFT GROUP ELEVEN, FOURTH M/RINE AIRCRAFT BAéE DEFEKRSE WIKG,
C/0 FLEET POST OEFICE, SAN FRAKCISCO, CALIFORNWIA,
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TOUR
of
pUTY
’ of
HARINE FIGHTIKG SQUADRON 121
from
1 December, 1944
to
31 December, 1944
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. Dists cmc, Goirth; U. 87 Fleoh; o0, AKPs CO, ACHEAW;
CO, MAG11,’F I L E,
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Locationt : Peleliu
Commanding Officers W. J. Meyer, lMajor, U« S. Marine Corps.

Next Higher Echelon: Harine Aircraft Group Eleven,
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2 Dec. 44

3 Dec, 44 .

4 Déc§ 44-
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VMF-121 VAR DIARY, (Cont'd)

Detached BEALL, George O, Jr., 023331, USKCR, to
Pricsoners of Var and Missing Persong Detachment,

"Major Nelson's division of four (4) planes on dawn

atrol 0530 to 0730.

t, Jensen on calibration hop 0955 to 1100,
Lt, Polen on test hop 1000 to 1045.
Lt. Deen arnd Lt, Odem on calibration hop 1250 to 1515,
Lt, Hill on test hop 1340 to 1450.
L. Ringer's givicion of four (4) planes on dusk
patrol 1550 to 1800,

Detached GAIVELL, Villiam ¥,, 015343, Captain, ULKCR,

" to Headquarters, Second barine Aircraft Wing.

Lt. Ringer's division of four (4) planes on barge sweep
over Dabelthuzp 0650 to 0815, Lt, Fisher wec Zorced

to make a weter landing at 0725 (I Zone) about seven
(7) milec southeast of Koror I. He was plcked up at

et 0750 by Dumbo and returned uninjured, Cause--chalre
trouble.

Lt, Hill's aivision of four (4) planes on t&rge svieep
over Pakelthuvap 0950 to 1115. :
Major Hay's division of four (4) plenas on barge sweep
over Batelthusp 1255 to 1400. '
4. Forronzirils division of four (4) planes on harge

A’

“sWeep over Tabelthuap 1445 to 1545,

Yajor ¥eyer's f1ight of sixteen (16) plones off at

615 {or ropalm hombing strike against Japanese storage
area near izvho Village, Babelthuap.
Hajor Nelson's divisicn designated for strafing. Lt.
Thompson of ihis division lrnded at 1640 due to englne
trouble. : ' :
Heavy and lirsht AA vwere ercountered.
Bleven (11) belly tenks dropped and all were confirmed
nits in the target area, DLarge fires {(up to 500 feet)
were started. ' '

One belly tank falled to relecse and was jettisoned
cver the water, L
A1l plenes returned s-fely at 1715 (X) Zore.

Lt, Watson's division of four (4) planes on dawn
atrol 0530 to 0730.
t; Forncrzinl's division cof four (4) plancs on dusk

" patrol 1600 to 1805 .

Lt, Brown's division of four (4) planes on harge sweep
. over Babelthuag 0530 to 0645+ L :
Lty Fornonzini's divislon of four planes on Large

© - gWeep over Babelthuap €800 to 0905« ... N 3.3X?)
£ O N e\
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4 Dec. 1944 Lt. Brown on test hop 0800 to 0915,
Lt, Holcombe on test hop G900 to 0920.
Lt, Yatson's division of four (4) planes on barge
sweep over DBabelthuap 0945 to 1100,
~ Lt, Ringer's divisicn of four (4) planes on strefing
Vmission for bombers and barge eweep over Babelthuap
1300 to, 1500. :

‘Majcr Nelson's flight of twelve (12) planes on bombing
_filssion to Babelthunp, Got off at 130C, on target at
1415 (delsy due to bad weather)., Made six (6) con-
firmed direct or damaging hits. £11 planes returned

safely at 1500, 2CA-]1 Report Fo, 16 attached.
Kaior Heyer's division of four (4) planes on harge
sweep over BabLelthuap 1625 to 1735.

5 Dec. 1944 Flying secvored due to bad weather conditions, N
At 2000 211 clocke were set up to 2100.

¢ Dec. 1944 Lt, Fornonzini's division of four (4) planes on dawn
atrol 0635 to 0745. ,
t. Polen on test hop 15C0 to 1600,
Major Hay's division of four (4) planes on dusk
patrol 1695 to 1905.

7 Dec. 1944 Lt, Watson's division of four (4) planes on barge
swecp over Batelthuap 0600 to 0915.
Lt. Polen on test hop 0845 to 0900.
Lt. Deen's division of fcur (4) plsnes on barge sweep
over Babelthuap 0950 to 1130.
Lt, Hill's division of four (4) planes on herge sveep
over Babelthuap 1155 to 1330, Lt, Hill returred at
1235 with engine trouble.
Major Eelson's division of four (4) plasnes on barge
sweep over Babelthuap 1400 to 1545. '
Lt, Ringer's division of four (4) planes on barge
sweeg over Babelthuap 1550 to 1715.
Lt. Polen on test hop 15C0 to 1700.
Lt, Forrorzini on test hop 16GC to 1700,
Lt., Spooner on test hop lEOO to 1700.
It., Reid on test hop 1615 to 1730.

8 Dec, 1944 Major Hey's division of four planes on barge sweeop
over Babelthuap 0730 to C9CO,
Lt, McVay on test hop 0815 to 100C.
Lt, Polen on test hep 1030 to 123C. -
Lt. Deon's division of four (4) planes on barge sweep
over Babelthucp 1030 to 1200. : .
Lt. Holcombe on. test hop 1415 to 1615. ?\%;( N Kr)
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.. 8 Decs 1944 Hajor Meyer's division of four (4) plenes took off

) with 1000 1bs G.P: bombs at 1415 to bomb Pt. Bradford
lighthouse. They were accompanied by Major Nelson's
/division of four (4) plenes as strafers. Using skip
tembing tactics, Major Heyer placed his btomb directly
in the basé of the target, destroying 1t completely.
¥ajor Nelson's division of four (4) planes returned
at 1600. Hajor Heyer's division returned at 1615,
£CA.]1 Report Ko. 17 attached.
Lt, Perry on test hop 1600 to 1800,
Lt. Brown's 6ilvision of four (4) planes on barge
sweep over Balelthuap 1655 to 1800,

9 Dec, 1944 EHajor Keyer's division of four (4) planes on dawn
atrol 0625 to 0810, :
'Lt, finzer on test j.op 0740 to 1019,
Hajor Hay's é¢ilvision of four (4) planes on czlibre-
‘tion hop 1302 to 1500. Lt. Tucker did nct teke off
because of ensire trouvle. :
‘Lt. Ringer's aivision of four (4) planes had 2
ser-pule 1515 to 1600, o
“Lt. Deen's division of four (4) planes on dusk patrel
1655 %o 190Y. '

4+ Lt, Broun's division of four (49 planes on barge
. sweep over Eabeltbusp 0625 to 0745.
' t, Rirger's division of four (4) planes on bLarge
sween over Behelshuap 0759 to 0910.
Lt, Ecag's division of four (4) plares on bearge
sweeﬁ over Labelthuap 0955 to 1115.
i

10 Dec. 1

0
~Y
£

t, I411's divisicn of four (4) planes on berge
sweep over Babelthuap 1150 to 1340.
Lt. %ateon's division of feour (4) planes on harge
sweep over Lavelthuap 1355 to 1510, '

11 Dec. 1644 First all-squedror holiday. (To be weskly routine).
Réceived the follovwing alrcraftt

TYPE BU. X0, - FROM
- FG-2A 14184 - ViF-122

12 Dec, 1944 Detached GILLIS, Robert L., 024719, BHMCR, to
Prisoners of Var and Missing Persons Detachment.
Major Meyer's dlvision of four (4) planes on barge
sweep over Babelthusp 0720 to OBXO,

Kajor Hay's divisiocn of four (4) planes on barge
sweep over Batelthuap 0925 to 104?.
Major Nelson's flight of eight (8) planes on strike
' at Yep Adirfield got off et 1300, each loaded with &
J 500 1b. G- P. bomb, Lt. Spooner was forced to return
at 1330 with & hydraulic leak, The remaining aqxe@;& 1

)

(7) planes. were on target at 1440. & % b .
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12 Dec. 1944 There were only six {(6) hits observed, 211 of these
' being direct hits. The rumwicy contelired about

forty (40) lzrge bomb craters before the attack,
There was no A4, A1l plzrnes returned safely at
1610. £Ch-1 Repcrt lo, 19 attached
Major Heyer on tect nOp 1320 to 1350
Lt, Hill's division of four (4) p1gpes on herge
sweep over Eatelthuap 1325 to 1430,
Major me;er or. test hop 1430 to 1600.
Lt, Provn's dlvision of feur (4) plines on barge
sweep over Dabelthuep 1“27 1o 1645,
Lt, Yorronrini's sivision of fowr (4) planes on
Large sweep over Bubelthuap 1720 te 1830.

13 Dec. 1944 Lt, Brewn's division of ‘four (4) plrnes on dawn
patrol 0530 to C750.

Divicion tactics OBGO to 1:930. - sajor Meyer, Lt.
Tucker, Lt. Kelly, Lt. Jereen, hajor lelson,
Division tzctics 0%4%5 +to 1105. - Li. Gatson, Lt.
Keller, Lt. Zztes, Lt J_ﬁhrfn.

Lt., Thompson on calibraticn hop 1000 to 1100.

m
0O
o

14 Dec. 1944 Li. Forronzini's division of four (4) pla
barge sweep over Labelthuap 0755 to G930
Lt. Jensen on test hop Co00 to 1000,

Lt, Ringer's divisicn of four (4) planes on harge
sweep over Dabelthuap 0% 55 to 1120. Lt. Cooley of
this division retuvnag to fi=1d at 1010 vwith eng
ine troubhle. Lt, iHzwkinz of the same divicion uloo
returned with envine trouble,

Lt. Cooley took off &gain &t 1020 end rejoirzd his
division. ' N
Lt, Hill's divicion of four (4) plines on 'Large
gweep over “'beichh p 1250 to 1420,

Lt. Oden un test hop ]410 to 1535,

Hajor Hay's division of four (4) pl res on barge
swccp over ECleLbUrp 1449 to 1605,

Lt, Vatson's @ivision of four (4) plares on barge
swecp over Babelthuap 1650 to 18039,

~15 Dec, 1944 Lt, 1{111's daivision of four (4) planes on davwn

atrol 0630 to 08CO.
fajor Heyle flight of eight (8) plenes off at 0910
with Fellv nks of nupolﬁ. The terget was a stor-
age area on.b *eTthuun The planes made their runs
by twe's attecking in a shallow aive ard relenuix
at fifty (50) feet, :
There were four (4) coniirmed hits in the target
area, Only small flres were started.

b/f\ll plenes returned safely at 1040, ﬁCn-k;R§port
No. 19 attached.




15 Dec., 1944

/16 Dec. 1944
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7 17 Dec. 1944

~Ahree (3) divisions (iajor 'elson's, Lt. Holcombe's, ...
“and Lt. Fornonzini's) took off at 1500 t0<€I§_ |
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Major Meyer's division strafed for the bombers
0910 to 1055,

Lt, Spooner on calikration hop 1000 to 1200.

Lt, Ringer's division of four (4) planes on scramble
1250 to 1450, _

Major Meyer end Lt. Jensen on special hep with

500 1b, 5. P. bombs to skip~bomb caves near lpard-
mau tock off at 1345, on target at 1445, anrd re-
turred at 151%. HMajor lay accompanied this flight
to strafe eneny positions. ©ix caves were covered
up &s two neer misces were scored.

Lt, Thompson's division of four (4) planes cn

dusk patrol 1655 to 18600,

Lt. Deen's aivision of.four (4) planes on terge
sweep over Dabelthuap 0645 to 0830.

Lt. Browr's divisicn of four (4) planes on barge
sweep over Batelthuap 0850 to 1C2C.

Mojor Heyer's division of four (4) plenes on harge
sweep over RBabelthuap 1150 to 1350.

Lt, Vatson's division of four (4) planes on barge
sveep over Babelthuap 1350 to 191

mission to knock cut bridge near Ngatpang on Pabel-
thuap. Eirht (8) rear misses were scored on the

; small target. Ho i was encountered and all plenes

returned safely at 1610, ACA.l Report KFo. 20
attached.

Lt, Forrorzini's divisicn of four (4) plsrnes on
barge sweep over Datelthuep 1555 to 1700.

Major Meyer and Lt Cooley on test bombing mission
to Pabelthusp 1645 to 1750,

Lt. Ringer's divisicn of four planes on barge sweep
over Babelthuap 0729 to 0835.

Hajor Meyer and Major Nelson on special strike at
Babelthuap took off at 0950, Target was the bridge

_/Just North of Blisang, Using 1000 1b. G.P. bombs

with 4-5 sccond delay tall fuses, they destroyed
the bridge and fifty (50) feet of the adjacent
causeway., Both planes were returned undamaged at
1050, ACA-1 Report Ko. 21 attached.

Yajor Hay's division of four (4) plares on barge
sweeP over Babelthuap 092C to 1100,

Lt, 11411's division of four (4) planes on barge

" sweep over Dabelthuap 1250 to 1435, Lt, Perry of

this division retiurned at 1305 with engine trouble.
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17 Decs 1944 v/éhree (3) small targets on Barelthuap, Skip

18 Dec. 1944

19 Dec. 1944

20 Dec: 1944

bombing tactics with 1000 1b. G. P. tombs were

used on each of these tergets, There was no AA _
encountered and all planes returned safely at 1630.
(1) Hajor lielson's dlvision scored one demaging hit
on a small log bridge,

(2) Lt, Fornonziri's division scored one daméging
hit on a lighthouse.

(3) Lt, Holcombe's division (Lt. Hawkins, Lt. Cooley,
and Lt. Fisher) destroyed a small bozthcuse with two
(2) bombs and dropped their remaining two (2) on

the lighthouvse. CUne <irect nlt wrs cecored on the

b//lighthouse but 1t wes not destroyed. 11 pleres
r

eturned safely at 1630, ACi-l Heport Ffo, 22
attached.
Lt, Brown's divisicn of four (4) plenes on barge
sweep over Deébelthuap 1650 to 1755,

Holigday routine.
¥asor Hay's division of four (4) planes on dawn

atrol. 0625 to 07595. _
t. Holecembe on tost hop 1020 to 113%.

¥ajor Hzy on test hop 1430 to 1500,

Lt. Polen on test hop 1415 to 1515,

Lt., Fornonzini's divisizn of four (4) plenes on
scramble 1625 to 1645.

3 ‘
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t. Vatson's division of four (4) pleres on dusk
atrol 1655 to 1900.
Major Nelson's divisicn, accompanled by Lt, Vetson's
dlvision for strafing, tock off at 0755 for a napalm
strike on a suspected ammunition storage areda on
Fabelthuap. They viere on target at 0840, relezsing
their belly tenks of mspalm at 1500 feet.
There were two (2) dlrect hits and two (2) near
misses, Large yellow flames were observed in the
target area after the napalm had burned out.
IAzht Ah, meager and inaccurate, was erncountered.
o planes were demeged, and all returned safely at
0910, ACA-1 Report Mo, 23 attached.
Kajor Meyer's division of four (4) plares on barge
sweep over Sonsoral and Herir Islands, Six

11 boats on beach were destroyed., (930 to 1240,
.t, Brown's division of four (4) plares on barge
sweep over Pabelthuap 1000 to 1115 e
Lt, Deen's division of four (4) planes on barge:’ '}

sweep over Babelthuap 12C0 to 1310’-*‘K*i:1“‘§§ﬂd‘
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'20 Dec, 1944 Lt. Forronzini's division of four (4) plares on
' - barge sweeg over Bzbelthuap 1350 to 1520,
Lt, Ringer's division of four (4) planes on barge
sweep over Babelthuap 1555 to 1745,
Lt, Hi11's division of iocur planes on barge sweep
over Batelthuap 1720 to 1835.

21 Dec, 1944 Detached SKEGNDLE, Hohert G., 07329, Major, UbNCR,
to Headquarters, Department of Pac{fic.
Lt, Fornonzird's division of four (4) planes on
targe sweep over Babelthuap 0625 to 0750,
Lt, Hi1l's division of four (4) plenes on bepe
sweep over Eabelinuwp 0930 to 1100,
Lt. Rirger on test hop 1010 to 1110,
Lt, Harsher on test hop 0940 to 1140.

t. Fatson's division of four (4) plenes on barge

sweep over Babelthuap 1025 to 1155,
Major Lelson's division of four (4) planss on birge
sweap over Rabelthuap 1925 to 1710,
Lt, Rirger's division of four (4) plenes on brrge
sweép over Luhelibhuap 1730 to 1900.

22 Dec. 1944 Lt, Fisher's divisicn of four (4) planes on dawn
patrol 0625 to_0755.
Major Hay and L. Pavllner ou AP &t Kossel Passage
0825 to 1130. |
Lt. Forronzini's division of four (4) planes on
seramble 1320 to 1400. ,
Lajor Hey and Major Heyer's division of four (4)
planes on qusk pztrol 1700 to 1905, HMajer Hay re-
turned &t 1735, : '

23 Dec. 1944 Lt. Deer's divisicn of four (4) planes on barge
sweep 06%5 to 0830. _ '
Lt. Polen on test hop (920 to 1020.
Lt. Brovn's division of four €4) planes on barge
sweep over Babelthuap 0855 to 1030, Lt, Cermena,
of this divisicn, roturned to the field becauss of
engine trouble and took up another plane..
Lt, Fornonzini's givisicn of four (4) planes on
Large sweep cvor Babelthuap 1100 to 1220, Lt, Canan
returned to the field at 1130 because of engine trouble.
Lt, Canan on test hop 1145 to 1220. .
Lt. ¥atson's division of four (4) planes on barge
sweep over Babelthuap 1250 to 1420, Lt keller
returned to the field &t 1400 because of engine trouble,
Lt., Harsher on test hop 1400 to 1445,

- /Major Meyer's division of four (4) planes on’ bomblng

mission with 500 1b, G. P, bombs to hit a rader in-
stallation on Babelthuap. This mission was

| S I




23 Dec, 1944

24 Dec. 1944

25 DQCQ 1944
26 Dec. 1944

27 Dec. 1944

28 Dec. 1944
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coordin-ted with a nzpalm strlke by V&El-122 against
the same target, The plaznes tock off at 1410, were
on target at 1919, anrd returned at 1555.

Four (4) nesr nisces were scored. The rader screen

was knocked down, 4n estimated 300 rounds of 50
caliber ammunition was shot Into the instasliztion.
No AA wes encountered and no plenes were daraged,
ACA-1 Report Ho, 24 atteched,

Major Nelcon's division of four (4) planes on targe
sweep over Eazkelthuzp 1450 to 1635.

Lt. H111's division of four (4) planes on targe
swe2p over Babelthuap 0630 to 0800,

Lt, Keag, Lt. Reid, ard Lt. Faulkrer on berge sweep
over Labelthuap 0830 to £950,

Lt, %atson's division of four (4) plares on barge
sweep over Babelthuap 1020 to 1150,

Lt. Rirger's divicicn of four (4) plenes on berge
sweep over Babelthuap 1455 to 1705.

Hajor Meyer's division of four (4) plancs on terge
sweep over Detelthuap 1659 to 1810,

Holidey routinre.

Lt. Brown's divisicn of four (4) plance on dawn
atrol 0625 to 0810,
ajor MHeyer ard Lt. Jensen on patrol 0759 to (0945.
Ma Jor Hay and Lt. Xeag on patrol 0920 to 1110.
Lt, Reid and Lt. Zuchman on patrol 1055 to 1245,
Lt, Deen anrd Lt. “poorer on patrol 1220 to 1405, -
landed at Anguar, ‘
Lt. Fisher and Li. Odem on patrol 1355 to 1405, -
landed at fAnguar due to weather conditions.
Lts, Deen, Spoone , Fisher, and Odem returned frem
Anguar 1545 to 160,
Lts, Kelly and McVay on patrol 1525 to 1650,

Kajor MNelson's division of four (4) planes on barge
sweep over Babelthuap 0725 to 0855,

Lt, Ringer's division of four (4) plenes on barge
sweep over Habelthuap 0930 to 1130.

Lt, Deen's division of four (4) plenes on targe sweep

over Babelthuap 1110 to 1300,

Lt, Browun's divisicn of four (4) planes on barge sweep

cver Pabelthuep 1350 to 1510, _
Lt, Tibeau's division of four (4) planes on barge
sweep over Babelthuap 1550 to 17C5.

L. Polen on test hop 0850 to 1010, ¢
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28 Decs 1944

29 Dec. 194’4
30 Dec. 1944

31 Dec: 1944
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Lts. Brown and Dodson on patrol over Kossel Passage
0825 to 1140, :

Attack tactics 0850 to ¢950, - Lts, Thompson,
Harsher, Carmena, fucker, and fates.

Atteck tactics 1040 to 1205. - Lis, Hill, Polen,
Perry, icVay, and Kelly. - '
httack tactics 1320 to 1425. - Lts, Ringer, Cooley,
Holcombhe, Hawkins, and Jerngen,

- httack tactics 15i5 to 1635. - Lts. Vatson, Bates,

Keller, Duchmen, and Carmena,
Fo Tflying due to wonther ~nvA1tions,

Joined the following officers:

LEKE, Gail, 028845, ond Lt., USHCR, from HgSq-3,
3rd HMarine Adrc.eft Wing,

SLEDGE, Chrarles M., 030885, 2nd Lt., ULECE from
HgSq-3, 3rd Herine kircreft Wing,

THCOHAS , Jdohn P.. 028284, 2nd Lt,, USECR, from
H$8q~?J 3rd ¥aripe Lircraft wing. o

0150YTE, Thomas R., 029551, 2nd Lt., USLHCR, from
ViF-213, 3rd Marine Lircraft wing.

Lt, Hi11's division of four (4) pleres on dawn
patrol 0620 to 0805, ]

¥njor May's division of four (4) planes on birge
sweep over Soncoral and berir lslands 0820 © 1120,
Kajor Hay on irstrument hop 1425 to 1530.

Lt %atson's flight of six (6) planss on napaln
mission to star® fires on CGarangsu Islend for reg-
jstration of artiliery 1430 to 1530.

Lt, Deen's division of four (4) planes on dusk
patrol 1650 to 855,

Lt. Brown's div’'sion of four (4) plenes on berge
sweep around Ba 21lthuap C630 to 0730,

Major Heyer's d.vision of four (4) planes on barge
sweep around Bstelthuap 0620 to 0955, -

Lt. Forronzini's aivision of four (4 planes on
barge sweep around Babelthua 1015 to 1140.

L¥, Hill's division of four (4) planres on barge

“sweep around-Babelthuap 143C to 1545. :

¥ajor Nelson's division of four (4) planes on barge
swecep around Babelthuap 1630 to 1750.
Received the following aircraft:

T : ‘ S E i
FG=1A 14274 - YiF-122 i
FG.1A 14143 ¢ Q¥ VMF-122
FG-1A 1426 e 8] e
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