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'HEMORANDUM TO: Group Intelligence.

’:From.,7~'~ "_'*_ Lieutonant Comnander Fred H.,Maler ,j ;ff 
'A? 5953§9t;_‘ ) . Reeoue or First Lleutenant Walter r

Brown VMF~121 atatemant of

o ’ Hy ‘orew’ was aasigned ths dumbo miasion .

i =w1th the third strike on Koror Town, :Koror. Island,” Palau

~~ "-Group on 4 March, :1945. We :took. off. in squadron side e
. “number B84, a PB!~5A ‘Bureat’ number. 46598 at 1555 tal- L
" lowing the coraalr striking group. , s e

roup,’ Our:: orblti . 1nt was over the “eer 1' ctly’fest
1. -the target’ aroa,hbut when we ' raached thatz?b “the™at
ack:had not :yet: begun. ;reared :that : thempraaonc ° R

luinbo “plane orbiting ‘over ‘the reef justioff Xoror Town
5would ‘glve -away the strike . so-X- continued norh- alon
uthe reef until the flak appeared’ over .the target area.
-Evldently thers was no:elsment of- surprise during this =
‘third ‘strike for ‘the: ‘anti-airoraft: bursgts appeared whilef T
~theifirst wave -was -An-1ts .approach, At this time we' ‘$urned

‘ ‘“baék toward Koror Town 1nside of the e er to b ter‘observe

»;vg;ggny plane that might ditch. LT e : ?

Over VHF ve heard someone call;'dALDO"'
'(Hajor uyer, Commanding Officer of VMF-121) telling him
~  that' someone balled out over the ‘target. Just then we saw. :
a parachute open-and float down to the water just off ‘the
-beach in the center of the harborfront. I remember say- .-
ing to Lieutenant :(Junior Grada)’ ‘Landers, '‘my first ‘pilot,
over the 1nterphona, 'Thare is one who is a goner For sura'

'*?e were heading toward the area Juat off}.'w
1the ‘sorsair came out. galling s -

: o O diq,; wondering*at,thb;
time 1f they expécted ms to. g0 “into’a’ plaoc 1ike” $hat to . L
-piek ‘himiup: ‘Justthen AWALDO® ‘came ;upagain onVEP, say~ ;-
ffing, WHELLO - DUHBO' All righters vill form a’ Lufbury circle_i-'

over you ‘and oover you vith strafing during roacue“ '




SubJect: | . Regcue of First Lieutéhant Walter F.
el Brown, YH?-121,~statament of.

*Waldo from Dumbo. How ‘about going in

' and ‘eilzing up that emall calibre flak from the beach. When

_we re on the water, we'll be in easy range of 1t.

So the fighter went ln and took a look,
calllng back that they thought we could get away with 1%,
I was sure that we wouldn't have a damned chance to get

"in there and out again. And.what about the wife and

daughter, mine and a couple of my orew's? These thoughts
went through my mind as I circled trying to make my - .
deslsion and planning my approach if I should go in.

:‘ Landers 821d over. the 1nterphone,_

,};1tion to have a guy 80 down'“ -

~'Aren't we ‘the 1ucky ones? ﬁhat a pos-

‘4nd“I-Xnew what he meant. I had to’ nake_'

'»Qa aeclsicn wsther t0’ 'risk ‘the lives of ‘nine men in order.

Lo 1o save -one. After what seemed hours, I rinally oalled un'

.{QL;“aALDo' sayinS»-fV

' fﬁ£fyour damndeat to keep them busy.ﬁ,ﬁ_,

This is dumbo Okay, I‘m going 1n. Do

- Just then directly ahead of us broke a
black burat of flak and Just over ‘Brown's (Second Lieu-

‘tenant W. F., BROWN, USMCR, VMF-121, the man in the water)
- position a white phoaphorous burst broke. That first anti-

aireraft fire gave me guite a start as ‘the concussion

+thumpad the side of the plane, and I remember looking over

at Landers and seeing conslderable sweat standing out on

" @als face. I probably had some, too. About then I asked

xpontinual 1naiatent urging.~

'Waldo if he thought I had any chance at 'all of ‘getting in

and out agaln, I .still wasn't convinced that I had any
chance at all. The only answer that came back was the

80 1 circled put thearloata down, ‘and

'?fﬁfwith ‘the rzghters doing & ‘beautiful ‘job of.covering the -

- - beach with atrafing,: -started -in on.my: approach. I wag at

“ " gbout ‘three hundred fest, paralleling the northweat gide

- - of Arakxabesan, about three to ‘four hundred yards off the
o ‘beach) Tracer fire from twvanty and forty . millimgter anti-
‘ﬁ'gg;urart WS going all arﬁund us, I ramember ghouting over
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Subject: Rescue of First Lieutenant Walter F,
. Brown, VMF-121, statement of,

——-—.—.——————-——.—.—-—-—-.—--—-——.--——“-—.—-——

“This 1s dumbo. Stop that atuff on
Arakxabesan, *

: . And they did, for it dropped off. About
then we took a burst of flak below and just ahead and
another directly under the hull, It sounded as if someone
thumped the hull and threw large rocks at the bottom., I
was sure that we were holed so I pulled out, Signalled
the flight engineer, Heffner, to put up the floatas, and
got out of there. I told the fightsrs to hold their
amnunition while we checked the hull for holes, Hy crew
looked over the bottom and unbelievably found no sign

of damage so I circled to get ‘in position for another

"Mapproach. ¥hen all stations reported resdy, I told the

. fighters to start in, and began my second approach,

. o - This time the corsairas were really on
%18 Job and the emall calibre fire from the beach was

" mueh'llghter, But the flak from the.heavy positions on

'.Battery Hill and the top of Arakabesan was very intensse

. and breaking all around us. I guess that I was too busy

to worry much about 1t. My approash was about ninety
degrees.to my landing course to keep from golng directly
over anti-alirgraft positions. I made a flipper turn et )
three hundred fest, cut my engines and headsd for the water,
- My "Wind Line" was about forty- five dsgrees out of the
wind due to Brown's position on the mater in relation to
the reefs. The surface conditions ware normal harbor
comditions with a choppy sea which allowed me %o choose
most any type of landing. I commenced a normal landing
but realizing that I was just a 1ittle too far back from
Brown, I let her bounce and pulled up in%o a full stall,
dropping her in about fifty yards from him. Bhe settled
nlecely and I could start taxiing immediately. Brown was
in sight directly ahead, just west of the dye marker he
had released in the water, He was in his Mse West on his
back splashing as hard as he could. I taxied up to him,
keeping hirm 8n ny port side so I could sse him. As we
vent by, the orew in after station, Burrough, Melnken,
and Garbiras, threw a 1life ring on the end of a line,
Brown caught it but due to his weakened condition, he

- had 8 4ifficult time holding on. Because of his position
in reiatio n to the beach reef, I couldn't taxi to him

. directly into the wind.. After we had him on the end of

the line, I couldn't prevent the plane from weathercocking
into the fifteen to twenty knot wind, I couldn't use se=s

- anchors for fear of fowling Bwown in them and dragging him
under the water., The weatharcocking effect of the wird
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Brown, V¥F-121, statement of,
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pulled the tail to thc plane across Brown so that he waa
- on the starboard side with the 1line to him going under
"tha hull He rinally had te let go the line, -

'Shells were hitting Just short er us and
Just bayond us from the installations on Battery Hill and
Arakabesan, One threw water over the atarboard wing. But
I decided that as long as we had stuck our necks out that
far, we might as well make another try at getting Brown.
S0 I turned to port, taxiing directly through a patch on
the water where a shell bhad exploded a moment before, I
‘eould see the traces on the water and could smell the dlack
povder smoke. We made another good run on Brown but the
same situation developed as on the first try. Brown finally
let go again as he went under the stern. Evidently hs vss e
fJust too weak to hang on, - , C

S o About this time Landers aaked ne 3 b SR
1“;wanted him to go ‘back-to after station to see if he could
" "help, I gave him the okay and he left the ocockplt. On the
. way baek hs told Ensaign Russell our second pilot to

~hop un 1nto the cookplt

o - So 4 nald to myeelr “GODDAMHIT I've got
to get him thls next time or we'll have to get out of
- here,.® It was Just getting too hot %o stay any longer,
One shell exploded 80 close that a sheet of water hit my
- atarboard engine and I thought for a moment it was going
to conk out, but Heffner in the flight englneer's station
in the touer did a good job of keeping her running. Eaving
Tailed on two attempts using & line, I decided to turn to
starboard toward the beach reef and come to Brown 8o closge
aboard my port side that the men in the blister could
grab him by hand, This involved some danger to Brown
because the port prop would pass directly over him, but
I figured we had to take that chance. I knev if I misjudged
and hit the reef, that it would slice our hull and sink
©us Ain a sedond. But we made ‘it. As soon as the plane was .
- past the down wind line, I cut back my engines and let her

":waatherccok -8lowly into the wind, dringing us alongside

" ‘Brown at the slowest speed pocsiblo with both engines
running. I brought the plane so close to him that he was
bumping it as we moved by. He had the presence of mind

to duck underwater as the prop passed over him, coming

up again right at the blister., Landers, who is two hundred
pounds of man, caught him by the 1life jJacket and he and

e
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Subject: Rescue of First Lieutenant Walter F,
: ' "~ Brown, V¥P-12l, sgtatement of.
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Burrough swung him into the plane head first,

g Looking back I saw his legs going into
the blister and I shouted to Russell to pour the coal
to her we got fifty some inched out of those engines as
we started takeoff run. I was about seventy degress out
of the wind in order to clear the rsefs but we had no
.trouble on takeoff, As soon as those engines turned up I
knew we were okay unleas the flak got a lucky hit on uszs,
A moment later we were off and 6n oup way home,

_ R - In-after station, Landers and the doctor
- (Lieutenant Junlor Grade R. M. Kash {MO) USN flight .
- surgeon of VMF-121) gave Brown firs% aid and reported
Yo me that he appeared to be okay. . o .

AT _We Ylew back to base .ss fast as possible
.calling ahead to have an ambulance gtanding by. Our land-

"ing and the transferring of Brown to the ambulance D
completed the rescuse, S _ -

- o To the best of my knowledge, we landed
. at ‘about 1420 and took off from Koror Harbor sbout 1432,
“being on the water about 12 minutes, more or less., ¥We
landed at base at 1455,

B : Following 13 a liast of ths crew of 1264
on this rescue misslon; | , :

~Lisut. Comdr. Fred H. HMAMSR (A3D] U3NR
Lisu¥, (J9) Haurlce D, LANDERS (A1) USNR
Ensign Phillip E. RUSSELL (A1) USNR |
8. BURROUGH, ACMM, U3N

E. W. HEFFNZR, AMM20, USN

R. A. GARBIRAS, ARM3C, USNR

E. W..HANSEN, 81C (ARM), UsSN

R. F. MSINKEN, AOM2C, USHR |

Lieut, (JG) R. M, KASH, (MC) UsN

- Inspsction of B84 after landing showed
no evidence of damage from gunfire,





