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Attachment 1

New.  (Target 5) Finding, partially identifying, and documenting one new site of a 

sunken American Landing Craft off the southwest tip of Peleliu.  The status of the 

crew and passengers remains unknown (22MAR11, 26MAR11, 6APR11, 9APR11). 

In September of 1944 the 1
st
 Marine Division commenced the amphibious assault on the 

Japanese forces entrenched on the island of Peleliu.  The assault consisted of several 

waves of forces moving from ship to shore across several landing beaches on the island 

of Peleliu.  Several of these landing crafts were destroyed and sunk prior to reaching 

shore by Japanese fire.   

Wave of landing craft move toward the shore of Peleliu, September 1944.  Wikipedia 

Using information provided by Mark Noah, the BentProp team investigated what was 

expected to be a sunken landing craft off of Peleliu.  Guided by master guide Joe 

Maldangesang, who had first visited the site with Mark Noah, the team was able to locate 

the landing craft again.  It is partial buried in sand and coral at a depth of 70-75 feet.    

Using information provided by Mark Noah and documented over four days of 

researching the location and the wreckage the team identified the landing craft to be a 

LVT(A)-4.  The LVT(A)-4 was implemented into the force in 1944.  The primary   

identifying feature of the LVT(A)-4 is the large turret on top of the vehicle, which is used 
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to house a 75mm howitzer cannon.  This turret is still intact on the wreckage.  The 

LVT(A)-4 was operated by a crew of three and could carry up to 24 combat loaded 

Marines.   

This LVT(A)-4 appears to have received a direct hit to the rear portion of the vehicle and 

would likely have sunk immediately.  The fate of the crew and passengers remains 

unknown, but it is highly likely that most perished and remained trapped inside the 

vehicle.  These servicemen were likely identified as Killed in Action/Body Not 

Recovered (KIA/BNR) or Missing In Action (MIA). 

LVT(A)-4 Wikipedia 
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Turret on sunken LVT(A)-4. © Flip Colmer 

Exploring the site further the team was able to locate evidence of another wreckage 

within 100 feet of the LVT at a depth of 90 feet.  It has not been determined if this is a 

portion of the same landing craft or if this is the location of a completely different 

vehicle.   

The team continues to research the fate of the crew and passengers of the landing craft.  

Further investigation of the historical archives is required, which has been continued back 

in the United States.  It is the determination of the BentProp Project that there are likely 

several similar sites located along the landing beaches of Peleliu, particularly Orange and 

White Beach.  The BentProp Project is in the process of developing a strategy to locate 

additional sites of sunken landing crafts along these beaches on future missions.   
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Derek, Molly and Pat performing a safety stop after documenting the LVT.  

© Flip Colmer 
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Attachment 2 

New.  (Target 4) Finding and documenting evidence of Japanese presence in Ngiwal 

(20MAR11, 28MAR11). 

Using information gathered from interviews, two trips were made to Ngiwal in search of 

what has been described as two mounds.  The mounds are significant because they were 

described as marking the location of an American gravesite.  The team found itself deep 

in jungle that we had not previously searched.  Our secondary goal was to locate proof of 

Japanese presence in the area.  Conducting a grid search of the area, the team located 

several collocated mounds that fit the description provided in the interviews, but no proof 

of a gravesite.    

The proof of Japanese presence in the area was determined.  While walking through the 

jungle one team member located a wire that led to a Japanese insulator attached to a tree.  

It is the intention of the team to return to the location to further document the site at a 

later date. 

Japanese insulator. © Derek Abbey 
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Wesley, Dan, Joe, Warren, Casey, and Pat rehydrating after emerging from the jungle in 

Ngiwal. © Derek Abbey 
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Attachment 3 

New.  Finding and documenting aircraft debris on a northeast beach of Ngeruktabel 

(10APR11). 

The team located several small pieces of aluminum along the beach of Ngeruktabel.  The 

pieces appear to be parts of an unidentified aircraft.  The team learned through the 

interview of a Palauan hunter of the location. There was a fallen tree at the beach that had 

pieces of aluminum in it.  The Palauan interviewed believed that when the tree was 

uprooted, it uncovered the pieces of aircraft.  He reported that at one time there was an 

entire wing located in this location.  The team did not locate the wing.  The Palauan 

interviewed believes that the wing was either washed away in the surf or taken by 

someone.   

Derek with aluminum aircraft pieces discovered on the beach. © Flip Colmer 
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Root system of fallen tree on beach with aluminum aircraft pieces in it. © Flip Colmer 

Derek and Dan with aluminum aircraft pieces from roots of fallen tree.  © Flip Colmer 

Molly searching for debris along the beach.  © Flip Colmer 
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Attachment 4 

Revisit (Target 3)  Further documentation and mapping of the debris field of a 

Marine Corsair likely associated with an MIA in the Ngatpang jungle. This Corsair 

was located by the BentProp Project during PMAN XII (19MAR11). 

The team returned to this crash site to further map the debris field.  The crash site is 

located against a large field of Elephant Ferns.  It is believed that the Elephant Ferns hide 

a portion of the debris field.  The ferns are far too thick to search or look within.  It is 

believed that the debris field will not be able to be expanded to the north without clearing 

the Elephant Ferns. 

Overhead view of the field of Elephant Ferns looking south.  The debris field of this 

Corsair is located to the south of this field, just beyond the BentProp members standing in 

the field. © Flip Colmer  



17

Warren attempting to search a portion of the Elephant Ferns.  The old and new growth 

appears to be up to 10-15 feet deep.  © Flip Colmer 



18

Attachment 5 

Revisit. (Target 2)  Further documentation and mapping of the debris field of a 

Marine Corsair likely associated with an MIA in the mangrove swamp on the west 

coast of Ngeremlengui.  The BentProp Project located this Corsair during PMAN 

IX (24MAR11, 7APR11). 

The team made several trips back to this previously discovered crash site to expand the 

debris field.  The debris field was expanded significantly and documented.  The new 

pieces of aircraft discovered further prove it to be a Marine Corsair.   

The team used several means to determine follow on search patterns.  A follow up 

interview with a Palauan Elder, who was an eyewitness to the aircraft being shot down, 

was done in an attempt to determine the flight path of the aircraft before it impacted the 

ground.  The team also used aerial reconnaissance to look for debris.  It becomes a lot 

easier to locate debris in the mangroves from the air when the location of the crash site is 

known.  The team was able to locate several large pieces of airplane from the air and 

mark them with a GPS in order for us to return to them on the ground.  It was discovered 

that it is extremely difficult to find these pieces when fighting to get through the thick 

mangroves on the ground even when the point is known.  While we did not locate all of 

the pieces, the debris field was expanded a great deal. 

Aircraft debris visible from the air.  Thank you to Belau Helicopters for their support 

during PMAN XIIIb. © Flip Colmer 
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Portion of engine found during PMAN XIIIb. © Molly Osborne 

The mangroves can be very difficult to navigate through.  Here Pat is attempting to move 

through the thick mangroves in search of aircraft debris.  ©Molly Osborne 
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Casey hydrating after an afternoon in the mangroves.  © Derek Abbey 

The team after a few hours in the mangroves. © Wesley Abbey 
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Attachment 6 

Revisit.  Returned to possible burial site of executed prisoners to gather further data 

using a metal detector (11APR11). 

The team returned to the previously documented location believed to be where the 

Japanese buried POWs.  The effort was made to further document the site using a metal 

detector.  The detector was used over the suspected burial site with no returns.  It is the 

intention of the team to further document the site at a later date with a more sensitive 

metal detector.   

Molly and Jolie discover a piece of ancient pottery in the vicinity of the suspected burial 

site.  © Flip Colmer 
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The team after revisiting the site. © Steve Ballinger 
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Attachment 7

No Find. (Target 1)  Returned to Ngeruktabel in search of an aircraft crash site 

previously reported by eyewitnesses (31MAR11). 

The team has had several eyewitness reports of a crash site on Ngeruktabel.  The team 

first attempted to locate the site in 2007 and has been unable to reach the location.  The 

route taken in 2007 was from the west but it proved too difficult of terrain for the team to 

reach the location with the time allowed.  It was determined that an approach from the 

east would be easier to reach the location.  The team asked our eyewitness to again guide 

us to the location.  It was discovered that the water route to our desired start location was 

too shallow for our boat to reach, so the route used was from the south.  As was the case 

in the past, the team ran out of time before we could reach the location of the crash site. 

Going up.  Derek, Pat, Casey, and Wesley climbing one hill of many for the day.  © Flip 

Colmer 
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Dan and Wesley wet from sweat and rain.  ©Flip Colmer 



25

Attachment 8 

No Find.  Using SSS data gathered from PMAN XIIIa  and SCUBA dove two points 

to in an attempt to identify objects on the lagoon bottom (8APR11).  

Paul Collins has been working in Palau studying sea grass for several years.  He is also a 

proficient technical diver and agreed to offer his services to us for a day.  He has the 

capability to dive deeper locations and at a great length of time than the rest of the team 

members on PMAN XIIIb.  With that, we asked him to dive two locations that were of 

interest to the team.  The locations were of interested because of the side scanning data 

gathered during PMAN XIIIa.  At the first location there was discovered a large piece of 

foreign debris, that was not aircraft related.  There was nothing of significance found at 

the second location.  It was determined that there may need to be a another dive 

performed at the second location, as there is a chance that what is seen on the SSS image 

was not found on the dive.   

In the SSS image from the first location one can see what appears to be a halo like affect 

around the object on the floor of the lagoon.  Paul Collins explained what causes this 

affect.  It is brought about by the insertion of a foreign object.  When the object is 

inserted, it becomes a location of safety for various marine life to live in and recede to 

when a threat is present.  Because of that the marine life only ventures out a safe distance 

from the object to feed.  The animals that take up residence within the object eat the other 

marine growth within a certain radius; hence the halo affect in the image is the missing 

growth. 

SSS image of object on floor of Western Lagoon.  Notice the hallow around the object.  
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Paul Collins prepares to dive first site. © Flip Colmer 

Paul and Pat reviewing pictures from Paul’s dive. © Flip Colmer
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Attachment 9 

No Find.  (Target 8) Conducted Side Scanning Sonar and SCUBA diving to the 

northwest of Aimeliik in search of possible American crash site. (29MAR11, 

2APR11, 3APR11). 

The team returned to the waters northwest of Aimeliik.  The team on a past mission had 

discovered an odd return on a depth finder that could be a possible crash site.  With that 

information, SSS was used to gather further data to determine what this hit could be.  

Through three visits the team located multiple points of interest.  Two of these were 

explored using SCUBA, but returned nothing of interest.  Multiple members attempted 

another SCUBA dive in order to conduct a grid search of the floor of the lagoon, but it 

had to be aborted because of a lack of visibility. 

Joe maintains a steady course while Dan, Pat and Molly observe the SSS image. © Flip 

Colmer 
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Flip keeps an eye on the “fish” of the SSS. ©Molly Osborne

Team enjoying a wet day of SSS. 
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Flip, Joe, Molly, and Wesley preparing to dive.  © Derek Abbey 
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Attachment 10 

No Find.  Searched the land and waters off of Ngeruktabel in search of suspected 

crash site.  (10APR11, 12APR11) 

Interviews and research led the team to search the area on Ngeruktabel.  Wartime photos 

displayed unexplained objects in this area.  Also interviews pointed us to this area again.  

The team did a quick land search in the area immediately around the beach, but did not 

penetrate too far into the island due to a lack of time and the steep terrain.   

Returning to the area with some extra time, the team searched the shallow water around 

the area by snorkeling and from the boat.  No debris or evidence of a crash site was 

discovered.  It is the intention of the team to return to the area at a later date to search the 

hills adjacent to the beach. 
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Attachment 11 

No Find.  Searched Northwest region of Ngeruktabel with eyewitness of crash site 

(10APR11). 

A Palauan local told us about a crashed aircraft he had seen in the jungle of Ngeruktabel.  

He agreed to guide us to the site on his day off.  The team took him up on his offer and 

hiked with him into the jungle.  After searching the area, he was not able to locate the 

crash site.  He expressed that he would seek out others who had seen the airplane to once 

again locate it and guide the team to its location at a later date.  It is the intention of the 

team to follow up with the local during PMAN XIV about this site and others that he has 

seen in the past. 

Team take a rest stop at the foundations of former Japanese buildings. © Flip Colmer 

Flip taking a rest stop.  © Derek Abbey 
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Attachment 12 

No Find.  Searched area within Kossol Passage for the possible crash site of what is 

believed to be a TBM Avenger (25MAR11, 13APR11). 

The team followed up on information of an aircraft located in Kossol Passage.  The team 

was able to conduct interview with a Palauan, who had seen the aircraft.  He described 

the aircraft in great detail.  From the description, the team believes that the aircraft to be a 

relatively intact TBM Avenger.  The local was not able to join the team as in their search 

in Kossol Passage but explained to Joe the location of the aircraft.  After searching the 

area for a day, the team was unable to locate the aircraft.  It is the intention of the team to 

follow up with the local, to see if he would be able to join the team for a day in search of 

the aircraft. 

Dan looking for the airplane in question while being towed by the boat. © Molly Osborne 
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Pat documenting the trip.  © Molly Osborne 
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Attachment 13 

No Find.  Using eyewitness searched the Eastern reef Northeast of Peleliu for 

possible crash site. 

Divers have reported seeing what could be pieces of an aircraft off of the eastern reef of 

Palau.  The team learned of a Palauan spear fisherman, who had seen pieces of an 

aircraft.  The team was able to find the fisherman during the beginning of the mission and 

he agreed to join the team on his day off to show us where the debris was that he had seen 

while fishing.  The location was on the eastern reef Northeast of Peleliu.  Just to the west 

of this location is the previously discovered partial debris field of a TBM Avenger who’s 
crew remain MIA.  

The fisherman joined us for the day and guided the team to the location where he saw the 

aircraft pieces.  He explained that he would search the area by snorkeling and once he 

rediscovered it, would point it out to us.  After spending the morning looking he was 

unable to reacquire the pieces of airplane he had seen.   

Palauan spear fisherman preparing to search the area.  © Flip Colmer 
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Attachment 14 

Ancient Sites. Along with Jolie Liston found and documented what is believed to be 

a newly discovered ancient terrace and alter (28MAR11, 5APR11). 

Since the team has begun working with Jolie Liston we have discovered a number of 

ancient sites on Palau.  Last year, while searching for the crash site of a missing Marine 

aviator, the team discovered what a rock formation that seemed out of the ordinary.  The 

team decided to share the site with Jolie and took her to the location this year.  After 

relocating it again and showing it to Jolie, she determined that it is likely an ancient altar.   

The team has been able to learn a great deal from Jolie and has developed a better eye for 

sites that are ancient; particularly ancient terraces, which are common in Palau.  Earlier in 

the mission while searching Ngiwal the team noticed a hill that held the characteristics of 

being a terrace.  The team took note of the hill and reported it to Jolie.  Jolie later 

reported to us that it was in fact an ancient terrace and had not yet been documented.   

Example of a ancient Palauan terrace from a distance.  © Derek Abbey 
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Casey, Pat, Dan, Warren and Wesley stand on top of terrace in Ngiwal. © Derek Abbey 

Pat and Derek in front of the altar.  © Molly Osborne 
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Attachment 15 

New Interviews 

Many American aircraft lost over Palau have never been found. Accordingly, the P-MAN 
XIIIb team continued to request and conduct videoed interviews (with permission) with 
Palauans to seek information leading to additional crash sites, MIAs or POWs. The team 
conducted approximately 5 hours of interviews with Palauan elders and hunters. The 
primary interviewer rotates between team members. Based on many lessons learned, we 
all agreed to ask a common set of questions initially and branch off as opportunities arise. 
The primary interviewer asks the initial questions and controls when any additional 
questions are asked from other team members.  

After thanking the interviewee (and the family) and obtaining, as appropriate, permission 
to interview (including signed consent forms) and video the interview, the initial 
questions we respectfully ask include: 

 Name, age, birth place, if alive during WWII: places lived and when (NOTE: for 
Palauans, WWII lasted about 17 months – MAR44 to AUG45) 

 As appropriate, general recollections of WWII era, or stories passed on from that 
era 

 Any recollections of any metal or aluminum (elders in particular seem to 
recognize the term “aluminum”), which may look like junk piles, in the jungle, 
yards, in houses, around trash piles or in water (or did they note snagging fishing 
lines/nets in certain locations)? 

 Any recollections of any metal or aluminum that was seen before but is now 
gone, got covered or carried away (NOTE: because of language barriers, asking 
the same thing differently is sometimes useful)? 

 Any recollections of seeing, or hearing about, airplanes being shot down or 
seeing parachutes? If so, where and when and by whom (if not interviewee)? 

 Recollections of seeing, or hearing WWII stories of foreigners, Americans, 
prisoners, pilots, parachutes, frogmen (a known term) with (or possibly not with) 
the Japanese military? If so, where and when and by whom (if not interviewee)? 

 Recollections of other elders who lived during the war but live elsewhere (elders 
are usually taken care of by their families but may also move closer to health care 
facilities), or of families (who might recall stories) of elders who now live 
elsewhere? 

 Recollections of seeing non-Palauan graves, burial sites, unusual piles of stones 
or even bones (may be Japanese cemeteries or isolated graves or burial sites)? 
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Any unusual ghost stories – if so where did they occur (several Palauans recall 
hearing ghost stories of American pilots - interestingly, these seem to occur near 
crash sites and can trigger memories that might otherwise be forgotten)? 

 It is important to also speak with female elders, who may have had an entirely 
different experience from the male elders (no female elders were interviewed 
during PMAN XIIIb).  

After addition questions from team members, as well as offering to answer any questions 
they might have, we thank the interviewees again before leaving.    

All information of the interview and those interviewed remain confidential and access to 
the interviews, videos, or notes is granted appropriately. 

Interview with Palauan elder, Koror.  © Casey Doyle  

Interview about wreckage seen in Kossol Passage. © Molly Osborne
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Attachment 16 

Chised   

For the first time the BentProp Project was featured on the TV show Chised filmed in 

Palau.  This broadcast informed the local populace about the mission of the team and had 

a positive impact on the mission.  All members of the team enjoyed the time filming and 

sharing with the host the story of the BentProp Project.  The team received a great deal of 

positive feedback from the broadcasting of the show.  It seemed as though everywhere 

we went after that people had seen the show and commented on it.  We believe that it 

helped in developing an even greater level of trust and understanding with the people we 

interacted with in Palau.  It is our intention to request that the show be aired again upon 

our return to Palau for PMAN XIV, with the hopes that it was encourage more Palauan to 

come forward with any information that they may have that could lead to aiding the team 

with our mission. 

The team preparing for their appearance on the Chised.  © Flip Colmer 
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Derek, Joe and Pat on air.  © Flip Colmer 
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Attachment 17 

Vandalism. 

Sadly the team discovered signs of vandalism to protected sites and items.  The details of 

the vandalism were formally reported to the HPO and Office of the President prior to 

departing Palau.  

See confidential report dated 12APR11. 
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Attachment 18 

Reporting. Preliminary findings of PMAN XIIIb were delivered to the Palau 

Historical Preservation Office, Palauan Office of the President, JPAC and US 

Embassy of Palau (14APR11) 

The preliminary findings of PMAN XIIIb were delivered to the above agencies prior to 

departing Palau.  The final report will be delivered to the same offices. 


