7. INTERVIEWS WITH PALAUANS: None during ~ PMAN X1 |

8. SITES IN 2009 HPO PROPOSAL NOT INVESTIGATED: RT-4 and RT-5 not
search on this mission due lack of available guides

NOTES of APPRECIATION

As is our custom, the PAMAN XI| team wishes to acknowledge and express our
gratitude for the support of the many people in Palau who have made our mission
successes possible. We received help everywhere we went within Palau — from the
many individuals who worked with us to identify both new sites and elders and to
the elders themselves. We were honored to not only pay a courtesy call on President
Toribiong but also to hike with him and his staff in the jungles of Ngatpang.

Surangel Whipps and his sons, Mason and Senator Surangel, Jr. Whipps continued
to assist the BentProp Projects — once again, permitting us to use one of their vans
during our stay.

With sincere appreciation to
Mason Whipps and the entire
Whipps family for the ongoing use
of their van. Here we rest with the
van after coming out of the jungle
in Aimeliik, eating our cold fruit
cups —an idea of Mike Raible
which was well received.

© P. Scannon, 2010

We also appreciate the continued guidance and numerous introductions from many
individuals and offices within the Palau government. We thank Mr. Dwight
Alexander, the Director of the Bureau of Arts and Culture (BAC) and the entire
staff for their assistance with our permitting, through our joint Memorandum of
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Understanding. We also thank BAC’s ethnographer, Ms. Kelly Marsh, for her
guidance. We thank the governors and staffs of Airai, Koror, Ngatpang,
Ngeremlengui, Ngiwal and Ngaraard for permitting us to work and interview within
their states and hope to continue our cordial and productive relationship with them
on future PAMAN trips. We greatly appreciate the help from the chiefs, historians,
elders and hunter-guides of Ngatpang, Koror, Ngiwal and Ngaraard. We thank
property owners for giving us permission to evaluate sites on their land. We are also
grateful to Neco Marine and Sam’s Dive Tours for leads they have provided, as well
as for continuing to provide superb service.

In particular we acknowledge the special, ongoing guidance that Mandy and
Shallum Etpison have provided over the years as we continue to make our way
around these beautiful tropical islands — even though with their busy schedules, we
rarely see them , their kindnesses are felt by us throughout our mission well, we
sincerely acknowledge Sam Scott and Dermot Keane for their tremendous
enthusiasm for our work.

Each year, we try to find new ways to thank Joe Maldangesang, our Master Guide
and friend for over a decade. Once again, he did a terrific job — it was Joe who
noticed a small piece of aluminum which led to our finding the Allison site!

Joe, his smile and constant
patience with his other team
members are hallmarks of Joe.
Add to that his historical
knowledge and his ability to guide
on water and land — and it is easy
to see why we call Joe our friend
and Master Guide.

© F. Colmer, 2010

We want all the people of Palau to be aware of our deep gratitude to your nation
and everyone who has helped us find large clues and small clues (which sometimes
become large clues) — each one important to families in the United States and to
Palau —to understanding events generated in and around Palau more than 65 years
ago. Once again, each member of the PAMAN XII team wishes to convey our
ongoing and deep respect for your wonderful nation and its people.

Our appreciation would be incomplete without acknowledging the ongoing support
of the several agencies in the United States that are assisting our efforts. Of the
many, we recognize here the U. S. Naval Heritage and Historical Center, Navy
Yard, Washington, D. C.,, the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command, Hawaii, the
Defense POW/Mlissing Personnel Office, Arlington, VA and the National Archives
and Records Administration, College Park, MD. They have always enthusiastically

Page 60



provided us with the technical and historical information we have sought — and
much more.

We also wish to acknowledge that we greatly value the recollections (and photos)
from veteran aviators, crews, families and friends from VMF-114, VMF-121, VMF-
122, VMTB-134, 307" BG(H)/13" AAF, 5" BG(H)/13" AAF and 494" BG(H)/7"
AAF — all these veterans risked their lives for our country and the people of Palau.
These men, their wives, families and friends are even now continuing to provide
historical and emotional snapshots of that time and place — and over the years, we
have gained so many special relationships as a result. As time goes by, we value
these friends ever more.

As is the team’s desire and my custom in this report, | want to take a moment to
thank each of the volunteers of the BentProp Project who were not in the field with
us this year. A growing number of team members provide support at home during
the year and particularly during our mission. Reid Joyce and Dan O’Brien
continued to help day-to-day during PAMAN X 1.

To the PAMAN XI | team, this is always to me both the easiest and hardest part of
this summary. This is because these volunteers simply are the best. Each is
dedicated, true in heart, hard working and persevering in our quest to return home
these American MIAs within Palau (and elsewhere). Each has his own story, his own
personality, his own sense of independence — but in the final analysis, each comes
together and together we become a unigue PAMAN team.

Flip, our Mission Coordinator, has
consistently demonstrated leadership
in his quiet yet determined manner
that makes people want to follow. He
also has an amazing sense of humor —
and has never forgotten his fighter
pilot roots. With permission, 2010

Rick reviewing SSS scans, our version
of “dailies”, with his daughter, Nicole,
at day’s end at Neco Marine’s
restaurant. Nicole spent her days
learning Palauan culture and
archeology while Rick ran our SSS
operation. He is patient, dedicated,
smart, relentless and produces results.
And he writes great reports!
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Paul is veteran dedicated to fellow
veterans, both living and deceased. He
knows how to use his surveying and
navigating skills along with his former
military UXO background to the max —
and he did so on both the Lt. Allison
site and POW sites.

With permission, 2010

Hard to believe from this shot, but Derek
is one of our most serious team members
when in the field — but also knows how to
play in between. He brings serious
leadership skills, through his calm and
thoughtful style, along with tireless
energy and motivation. He will be
Mission Coordinator for PAMAN X1 11b.
With permission, 2010

Warren is a quiet guy, at least on the ground.
What his personality is in an F-18 cockpit may
be another matter but he is a terrific team
member who always knows and completes his
mission responsibilities. He is fiercely loyal —we
are glad he is on our team (and on our side).

© F. Colmer, 2010

Mike is new to the team but has been an instant
hit. He is a real go—to fix-it guy, again quiet but
very effective. He has demonstrated early on he
is very dedicated to the team and what we are
doing. We all look forward to working with him
more. © F. Colmer, 2010
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Jack joined us as Marine Sonic’s tech rep
and left Palau a for—-real, coin-owning team
member. We are not sure what he expected
when he took the assignment but he could
not get enough of not only time on the boat,
but also time in the jungle (even though it’s
hard to do SSS work there). © F. Colmer,
2010

It is truly my honor and privilege to work
side-by-side with these team members. © F.
Colmer, 2010

gl T A

From upper left: Derek was supposed to surprise Warren
in time for his promotion — well, he did surprise Warren —
a couple of days late; Derek, currently doing graduate
work at U. San Diego with President Patrick Tellei, Palau
Community College also a USD grad; The team atop a
water tank waits out the tsunami that did not hit Palau;
Peleliu gathering (minus Derek,) including Peleliu’s
governor (far right). With permission
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From upper left: Pat and the new Major Warren Bruce with Peleliu’s Bloody Nose Ridge in background — many
lives were lost where we stood in 1944; A not-uncommon end-of-day scene at Neco Marine — debriefing after a
long day-if we look beat, it’s because we always are; Three photos around the daily water op — rigging the SSS
early each morning — cranking on the SSS fish’s cable to prevent smashing it into coral heads — on the deck from
front to back, Warren watches the SSS screen, Pat and Mike eat our daily ration of Vitamin O (as in Oreo) and
gloved Derek stands ready to raise or lower the fish; Derek looks northeast from a hilltop above a quarry in
Aimeliik a few days before locating Lt. Allison’s crash site. With permission, 2010
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Special Appreciation to:

Marine Sonic
Technology, L.td.

Marine Sonic not only donated one of their 355 units to the BentProp Project because of their belief in our work,
they also trained Ben{Prop team members and sent a tech rep out to make sure we got it right. We are very
impressed, not only with the Marine Sonic equipment, but also the good people who run this company. Marine

Sonic has single-handedly accelerated and extended our mission in ways we cannof calculate. Thank vou, Marine
Sonic from all of us!

The A. Scott Foundation has

generously provided funding

for this P-MAN XTI mission.
This has in particular

T H E AO S COTT FOUN DAT'ON permitted el:tpansinn of our 558

effort. Thank s to the members

of the A. Scott Foundation!

Ithank everyone at my company for their understanding and patience.

XOMA

As with every expedition I have made back to Palau, I want to
thank my family for their ongoing and unfailing love and
enthusiasm. My wife, Susan, continues, without hesitation, in

her incredible year-round encouragement and support of my
year-round involvement in this effort. I try tolive my love -
and with all my love, Pat
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