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5.  NO FINDINGS: Return Target-3 (RT-3, Land, Presidential Hike to POW Area, 

Ngatpang) 07MAR10

D   During our courtesy visit with President Toribiong at his office, he requested to be 

taken to the POW grave site area (Area B) in order to more closely follow the work 

of BentProp Project. In addition to the American POWs, he was particularly 

interested in the Catholic priests and civilians also executed within days of the 

Americans and buried nearby. As this would require some tough hiking through 

tall vegetation to get to the proposed burial areas, the USAF Civic Action Team 

kindly volunteered to clear a 200 meter path from the dirt road to the jungle site. 

This permitted ease of access. 

T   

T   President Toribiong and his entourage met the team early morning for a briefing 

and then went by motorcade to the head of the hiking trail. The President led the 

way with me for the 2 mile hike to the path cleared by the CAT team. Before 

entering the jungle, President Toribiong expressed his recognition of the sacrifices 

made by the American POWs which ultimately opened the way for the Republic of 

Palau to become a free-standing nation. He also read out the names of the Catholic 

priests and civilians also executed within a few days of the American POWs, also 

reportedly buried nearby. The entourage then entered the jungle and gathered at 

one site of interest previously identified by the P-MAN XI team (see that report). 

The President once again expressed his nation‟s gratitude for the efforts of the 
United States during WWII. The hike back out was uneventful and afterwards, the 

President hosted a barbecue for the P-MAN XII team and Palauan veterans of the 

US Armed Forces.

From upper left: President Toribiong at trail head followed by entourage. President Toribiong 

entering the jungle (Area B) from trail cleared by USAF CAT team. President Toribiong with 

entourage at a site of interest in Area B. Later, President Toribiong stands with Marines at his 

barbecue. © F. Colmer, 2010



 Page 58 

6. NO FINDINGS: New Target-3 (NT-3, Japanese Military Area incidentally 

uncovered during a Palauan field burn, Aimeliik): 04MAR09     

W While driving down the road from our entry point for the Lt. Allison site, we noted 

a large recent burn field on the west side of the road, which appeared to reveal 

various concrete structures and old barb wired fences. This was clearly Japanese 

military area. Numerous signs of a military nature were found. In addition, at least 

one 0.50cal brass shell casing was located, indicating this was a site probably strafed 

by American aircraft. Way points were taken for the record as we walked between 

7 27‟42.7”N 13430‟21.02”E (10A_BURNFIELD) to 7 27‟35.20”N 13430‟17.7”E 
(10A_FIELDBURN2).

Google Earth map of burn 

field revealing former 

Japanese military area. With 

burn field in background, 

Warren holds expended 

0.50cal shell casing.

© F. Colmer, 2010 
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7. INTERVIEWS WITH PALAUANS: None during P-MAN XII

8. SITES IN 2009 HPO PROPOSAL NOT INVESTIGATED: RT-4 and RT-5 not 

search on this mission due lack of available guides

NOTES of APPRECIATION 

As is our custom, the P-MAN XII team wishes to acknowledge and express our 

gratitude for the support of the many people in Palau who have made our mission 

successes possible. We received help everywhere we went within Palau – from the 

many individuals who worked with us to identify both new sites and elders and to 

the elders themselves. We were honored to not only pay a courtesy call on President 

Toribiong but also to hike with him and his staff in the jungles of Ngatpang. 

Surangel Whipps and his sons, Mason and Senator Surangel, Jr. Whipps continued 

to assist the BentProp Projects – once again, permitting us to use one of their vans 

during our stay. 

We also appreciate the continued guidance and numerous introductions from many 

individuals and offices within the Palau government. We thank Mr. Dwight 

Alexander, the Director of the Bureau of Arts and Culture (BAC) and the entire 

staff for their assistance with our permitting, through our joint Memorandum of 

With sincere appreciation to 

Mason Whipps and the entire 

Whipps family for the ongoing use 

of their van. Here we rest with the 

van after coming out of the jungle 

in Aimeliik, eating our cold fruit 

cups – an idea of Mike Raible 

which was well received.

© P. Scannon, 2010


