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3. NEW FINDING for P-MAN XI: New Target-1 (NT-1,  Unidentified Japanese 

Aircraft Engine, Arakebesan) 19,22FEB10

On 19Feb11, during a “catch-up” session with our friend, ex-pat Dennis Whalen, he 

mentioned that a construction crew had just unearthed what looked like an aircraft 

engine on a steep hillside along the main road on the western side of Arakebesan. 

They had moved it by the road side.

Thinking this might be an engine from two possible missing TBM-1c Avengers shot 

down in this area, we immediately drove up there, located it, photographed it and 

took a GPS reading. Initially we thought this might be a U.S. engine of the 

appropriate size for an Avenger. However, after reviewing archival photos and 

returning to the site on 22FEB, after closer examination, we concluded that this was 

a Japanese aircraft engine, compatible with that used in Zeros (and other fighters). 

No additional debris was located at or below the engine.

4.  REVISIT/NEW FINDINGS for P-MAN XII: Return Target -3 (RT-3, Land, 

Archeological Report, Ngatpang) 26FEB11: Report by Team Member Jolie Liston, 

Archeologist and Research Scholar, Australian National University  

Jolie Liston, a formally trained archeologist has been living on Palau for many years 

investigating ancient Palauan sites. We met her a few years back and have been 

working together since. During the P-MAN X I mission, the team had located a liner 

series of stone rectilinear mounds in area B in the general area where the American 

POWs had been executed. While these mounds had an appearance of possible grave 

sites, when we showed these to Jolie in 2009, she said that they were not ancient.

Given the surface view, these also appeared irregular enough to be doubtful if they 
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