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 Part of a horizontal stabilizer (burned)
 Part of a rudder or aileron, with evidence of extensive, if not complete, burn 

damage.

This does suggest that the aircraft exploded in mid air throwing parts all over this 
region. Nonetheless, the main area of focus remains in the original area around the 
propeller/engine cockpit waypoints.

4.  NO FINDINGS: New Target-2 (NT-2, Possible recollection of an MIA execution 
in Ngiwal) Multiple Dates:

Paul Schwimmer, a surveyor back in the U.S., took on the task of following up on an 
elder’s new recollection of seeing the body of an American aviator just after having 
been executed by Japanese soldiers.  Although BentProp teams had interviewed this 
elder at least twice before, this was his first mention of a captured American. We 
felt, in spite of his prior reticence, that his descriptions were credible, as they were 
detailed. Paul followed up on this lead and pursued it to its current status. However 
and although too early to tell, new reports back from Palau from independent 
sources (after P-MAN XI) may shed new light on this aviator’s identity. See also Mr. 
Meltel’s interview in ATTACHMENT 7. We do not view this as a closed case. 

Here is Paul’s report.

US Aircraft debris most likely from the FM-2 Wildcat. The rudder/aileron (your left) showed clear 
evidence of intense fire damage. © K. Rasdorf, 2009
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Possible Downed Pilot in Ngiwal Region of Republic of Palau

Per an Interview with Mr. Sichang Meltel,
March 2009, Chief Ngirngetkebui,

Ngiwal State Legislature, Government of Ngiwal
Republic of Palau

Paul Schwimmer

Introduction: On Wednesday, March 4, 2009, Doctor Patrick Scannon, founder of the Bent Prop 
Project, and I had the opportunity to re-interview 85 year old Mr. Meltel.   He resides as a chief, in 
the Village of Ngiwal, which is located on the northeast coast of Palau. We were there to learn about 
Mr. Meltel’s statements regarding his eyewitness account of the burial of an executed American pilot 
during WWII.

Main Body of Information:  
During the course of the following week after our initial interview, members of the Bent Prop Project 
team met with Mr. Meltel a total of three times.  At the first meeting, a son in law of his acted as an 
interpreter.  The second meeting was interpreted by Mr. Joe Maldangesang of Koror, who has been 
our island guide and team member, and the third meeting was interpreted by Mr. Meltel’s niece.  
Doctor Scannon had interviewed Mr. Metel in previous years regarding his knowledge of  the 
possible burial of WWII Japanese documents.  The original intent of this interview was to clarify 
previous conversations the team had had with Mr. Metel, regarding earthen mounds built by the 
Japanese during World War II that contained ammunition and, more importantly, the records of the 
South Plantation Corporation, aka, Imperial Japanese Army records.  It was our hope that the 
recovery of these records would lead to the discovery of the remains of additional United States 
Prisoners of War, and our soldiers Missing in Action.

In the early stages of the first interview on March 4th, Mr. Meltel told us that during World 
War II, he had personally seen an American pilot in the hands of the Japanese military.  As he spoke, 
we heard about Mr. Meltel’s recollection of a plane being shot down, east of the Village of Ngiwal,  
and an American pilot in the custody of two Japanese soldiers.  He also informed us that the 
American had been executed, and  that he had witness the burial site, being a short distance from the 

Joe Maldangesang and Paul Schwimmer interview Mr. Meltel, © W. Hylton, 2009
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Village. Unfortunately, our original interpreter had to leave at that time, which ended our ability to 
communicate with the elder, but, we were invited to come back to finish the conversation.

We returned the following day, with the complete Bent Prop team, as well as our own 
interpreter, Mr. Joe Maldangesang of Koror to continue the interview.

At the beginning of the session, Mr. Meltel stated that over the past 24 hours, he had had 
time to recollect the circumstances regarding the American pilot.

He told us:
 That an American plane, dark or black in color, with only one propeller had been shot down 

by a Japanese anti aircraft battery which was located on the first peninsular north of the 
Village.

 His description of the downed aircraft stated that the plane had crashed into the ocean.  The 
crash site is on the ocean side of the surrounding island barrier reef, on the extension of the 
south side of an east west channel in the lagoon, that he said would be located on the bisect of 
a line from the antiaircraft battery northerly to the next point north.  Note: Review of the 
2009 internet program of Google Earth, as well as an existing 1946 aerial photograph, shows 
that there is a channel that runs east-west from the east shore of the island to the outer reef, 
on the bisect of a line from the antiaircraft battery to the next point northerly. We have 
established the approximate latitude and longitude of the crash site, based on his 
information.

 Mr. Meltel told us that the American had parachuted from his disabled airplane, and, as he 
came ashore, he was possibly executed at that time by the waiting Japanese, either by 
bayonet or sword.

 Later that day, while travelling by foot along the only road leading north out of the village, 
Mr. Meltel came across two Japanese soldiers, and two laborers who were attempting to dig 
a hole in the clay.

 A dead American, clad only in his underwear, was laid out next to the hole.
 Being able to converse in Japanese with the two soldiers, he was allowed to walk over and 

view the corpse.
 Because the ground was so hard, the hole the laborers were attempting to dig was shallow. 
 He left the site to continue his journey, but on his return trip home he noticed that the hole, 

now containing the American, was only loosely covered with dirt, leaves, and debris, and 
that the corpse’s feet where exposed.

Additional statements, as told by Mr. Meltel:
 The burial site is on the left side of the historical old road, as you go northerly from the 

Village of Ngiwal. The site is beyond the area where cultivation of the abutting lands was 
taking place in 1944. The limits of the cultivation are evident on the 1946 aerial photography 
(Appendix B).

 It is 30’ left of the position of the old road.
 It was on the north side of a large tree. (In our last interview with Mr. Meltel, he said the 

hole ran in north-south direction, with the soldier’s head toward the tree.
 It was a shallow grave, because the ground was so hard, as dug by two laborers.
 The “Long Nose” (a descriptor used for Americans versus Japanese) was stretched out on 

the ground next to the hole, clad only in his underwear.
 He couldn’t remember any distinct characteristics regarding the body, besides trauma 

wounds. He did not see dog tags.
 The entry wound, caused by either a sword or bayonet, had created an entry gash on the 

right side of his chest and exited out the back.
 Mr. Metel  was concerned that the recent construction of the new Compact Road (named 

after the legal document, or “compact” treaty, between the Republic of Palau and the United 
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States, and constructed in 2005-2006) may have disturbed the grave site.
 As we drove him along the new Compact Road, to see if he could point out the site, he could 

not. He kept looking for the tree he told us about, as if it were on higher ground.  At the one 
low spot in the road that he had us physically check out, I told him that the ground around 
the trees he was interested in were growing in was soft and mucky soils. He immediately 
flipped his hand forward, indicating to me that that wasn’t the type of place we were looking 
for, and for us to drive on.

Field Investigation:
The general area, as described by Mr. Meltel, has been altered by the construction of the 

new Compact Road. The historical road crosses the Compact road at a roughly 90 degree angle and 
is currently in its historical location. As the new road was constructed and graded down to allow a 
safer driving surface, the old historical road was simply vertically lowered to match the new grade. It 
was lowered straight down, with little or no side slope, and not moved side to side. This is an 
important factor in attempting to use Mr. Meltel’s statement that the distance from the old road to 
the grave site was 30 feet.

We focused our search on an area that lies north of the lands that were under cultivation in 
1944.  Although not stated by Mr. Meltel, it would appear prudent that the corpse would not have 
been buried in an area frequented by local natives and/or laborers.  In addition, in the two field trips 
where Mr. Meltel accompanied team members, he did not express any interest in previously 
cultivated areas. We also excluded that area that would have been influenced by the mass grading for 
the new Compact road.  We had a meeting at the site with Ms. Jolie Liston, the archeologist hired by 
the government of Palau to insure that the construction of the Compact Road did not affect, or 
destroy, any of the Island’s history. She could not recollect seeing a burial site sized depression in the 
area described by Mr. Meltel, in the areas that would have been disturbed by the Compact Road. 
But, as she fairly stated, it was a long project, and she did not have the testimony of Mr. Meltel 
during her contract. 

Definitions of Items used on the following table:
Left of Historical Road – Mr. Meltel stated that the burial site was on the left side of the old historical 
road (West side)
30 feet off Historical Road - He told us that the grave he saw as about 30 feet of the old historical 
road.
Large Tree – The area we searched contained a number of large trees, or the stumps of large trees. 
The tree described in Area 1 has an assumed age of over 100 years, based on the estimation of two 
Papuans who were not told that this was one of our target trees - Mr. Joe Maldangesang and Mr. 
Meltel.  Note: when the tree in Area 1 was shown to Mr. Meltel, he did not show recognition that it 
was the tree he had verbally described to us.
North Side of Large Tree – I specifically asked Mr. Meltel on which side of the tree we should search 
for the burial site, and he replied - the north side.
Depression in North-South - On the third interview with Mr. Meltel, I drew two pictures in my field 
book, one with the tree and a depression 10 feet north, with the depression running in a north-south 
direction, and the other with the depression running in an east-west direction. He pointed to the 
depression running north-south, with the additional information that the corpse’s head was closest to 
the tree.
Note:  No visible evidence, in the form of bones or cloth, was found in any of the three areas. No 
disturbance of the existing sites was undertaken.

Areas Left of 
Historical 
Road

30 feet off 
Historical 
Road

Large Tree North Side 
of Large 
Tree

Depression in 
North-South

Area 1 X 33’ X X
Area 2 X 115’ X X

Area 3 X 15’ - 20’ X
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Found a shallow depression running 6’ north-south, 2 ½’ east-west, being 10’ +\- west of the old road 
(later re-measured as 15’-20’). No large trees, or stumps, in the area.
The journal also notes that we found additional 1 or 2 large stumps in the vicinity of our search.

 The supplied Latitude and Longitude Coordinates based are based on the WGS84 datum.

Tentative Conclusion:
Without the firm evidence of visible human remains, or remains of the underwear, we cannot 
confirm that any of the three areas are the burial site of an American pilot downed by Japanese anti-
aircraft gun fire.  In a conversation with the archeologist, Ms. Jolie Liston, the acidic nature of the 
clay soil has the tendency to dissolve any visible evidence.  She felt that techniques of chemical 
analysis of soils recovered from the sites may shed light on the answers.
Future investigations:

 Search available records for reports of a downed American aircraft off the coast of the 
Village of Ngiwal.

 Interview additional elders for collaboration of this incident.

Field book notes:

Exhibit “A”
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