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3. REVISIT/NEW FINDINGS (For P-MAN XI): Return Target -2 (RT-2, 
Additional debris field, FM-2 Wildcat, Airai, 08MAR09

During a helicopter flyover in Airai during our last day of P-MAN X, we saw what 
appeared to be aircraft debris north of the Palau International Airport adjacent to 
the abandoned Power Plant. This new debris area is within ~ 0.7 miles from the FM-
2 debris we found during P-MAN VI and investigated with JPAC during P-MAN 
VII (see P-MAN VI and VII reports; primary debris field at points 7, 8, 9 below and 
power plant at point 4).  Joe visited the area within the blue circle during 2009 and 
confirmed the presence of “blue painted” debris. Our assumption was that this field 
might be additional debris from the FM-2.

Three pieces were located. All are consistent with FM-2 debris, although no 
identification numbers were found. As best we could determine, the three pieces 
were:

 A section of the port wing root

Abandoned 
Power Station
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 Part of a horizontal stabilizer (burned)
 Part of a rudder or aileron, with evidence of extensive, if not complete, burn 

damage.

This does suggest that the aircraft exploded in mid air throwing parts all over this 
region. Nonetheless, the main area of focus remains in the original area around the 
propeller/engine cockpit waypoints.

4.  NO FINDINGS: New Target-2 (NT-2, Possible recollection of an MIA execution 
in Ngiwal) Multiple Dates:

Paul Schwimmer, a surveyor back in the U.S., took on the task of following up on an 
elder’s new recollection of seeing the body of an American aviator just after having 
been executed by Japanese soldiers.  Although BentProp teams had interviewed this 
elder at least twice before, this was his first mention of a captured American. We 
felt, in spite of his prior reticence, that his descriptions were credible, as they were 
detailed. Paul followed up on this lead and pursued it to its current status. However 
and although too early to tell, new reports back from Palau from independent 
sources (after P-MAN XI) may shed new light on this aviator’s identity. See also Mr. 
Meltel’s interview in ATTACHMENT 7. We do not view this as a closed case. 

Here is Paul’s report.

US Aircraft debris most likely from the FM-2 Wildcat. The rudder/aileron (your left) showed clear 
evidence of intense fire damage. © K. Rasdorf, 2009


