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REMEMBRANCE: Rita Ulsudong, National Archeologist of Palau, Historical 
Preservation Office, Bureau of Arts and Culture. 

In 2009 after our P-MAN XI mission ended, the members of the BentProp Project 
were saddened to learn of the passing of Rita Ulsudong. Through 2008, every field 
team member has had received the opportunity to work with Rita – she always 
made herself available to us, not just at the beginning and end of each mission, but 
also throughout our stays in Palau. We respected her expertise and her knowledge, 
both of which were extensive, as well as her ongoing drive for preserving the culture 
of Palau, from the ancient to the present – and we deeply appreciated her kindness 
to us. From our first meeting, many years ago now, she knew we were not trained 
archeologists but she understood our mission and supported our activities. We had a 
learning curve in understanding the right way to do things in Palau but Rita helped 
us make sure we stayed on the correct path, following both Palau regulations and 
customs. She made many calls to open doors for us in meeting with chiefs, elders 
and hunters – anyone she could think of who might help us in our searches. We also 
benefitted from her archeological reports on many occasions. We can vouch that she 
was very dedicated and worked very hard because we often saw her driving up and 
down the roads of Babeldaob or visiting Peleliu – at all hours. 

As we began working with her friend and now our colleague, Jolie Liston, we 
realized through both Rita and Jolie that our searches in the Palauan jungles took 
us to ancient sites, some of them previously undiscovered. Rita was always pleased 
to learn of our new findings, both very old and from WWII. She was particularly 
gratified when we started our video interviews of elders and their recollections of 
the Japanese times before and during the war; preserving the historical record was 
very important to Rita. Rita reinforced in us that our work has not only contributed 
to a better understanding of the war for Americans but also for Palauans. 

Rita was our colleague and our friend. We will honor her life going forward by 
remembering and incorporating all she taught us in all we do. We will miss Rita 
very much.  


