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NOTES of APPRECIATION 

As is our custom, the P-MAN XI team wishes to acknowledge and express our 
gratitude for the support of the many people in Palau who have made our mission 
successes possible. We received help everywhere we went within Palau – from the 
many individuals who worked with us to identify both new sites and elders and to 
the elders themselves. We were honored to meet and introduce the BentProp Project 
to President Toribiong’s Chief of Staff Soaladaob. At the end of the mission, I sat 
next to the President on the airplane headed to Guam; he was kind enough to speak 
with me and remember that we had met during his presidential campaign the year 
before. Surangel Whipps and his sons, Mason and Surangel, Jr (now Senator 
Whipps!) continued to assist the BentProp Projects – once again, permitting us to 
use one of their vans during our stay. 

We also appreciate the continued guidance and numerous introductions from many 
individuals and offices within the Palau government. We thank Mr. Dwight 
Alexander, the Director of the Bureau of Arts and Culture (BAC) and the entire 
staff for their assistance with our permitting, through our joint Memorandum of 
Understanding. We also thank BAC’s ethnographer, Ms. Kelly Marsh, for helping 
us in generation of formal interview consent forms. We thank the governors and 
staffs of Airai, Koror, Ngatpang, Ngiwal and Ngaraard for permitting us to work 
and interview within their states and hope to continue our cordial and productive 
relationship with them on future P-MAN trips. We greatly appreciate the help from 
the chiefs, historians, elders and hunter-guides of Ngatpang, Arai, Koror, Ngiwal 
and Ngaraard. We thank property owners for giving us permission to evaluate sites 
on their land. We are also grateful to Neco Marine and Sam’s Dive Tours for leads 
they have provided, as well as for continuing to provide superb service.  

In particular we acknowledge the special, ongoing guidance that Mandy and 
Shallum Etpison have provided over the years as we continue to make our way 
around these beautiful tropical islands – especially congratulating them for their 
25th year of business this year. We are proud to have been working with Neco for 17 
of these years. As well, we sincerely acknowledge Sam Scott and Dermot Keane for 

With sincere appreciation to 
Mason Whipps and the entire 
Whipps family for the ongoing use 
of their van. If there is a road on 
Babeldaob, Arakebesan, Koror or 
Malakal, the people of Palau have 
likely seen us driving, getting out 
of or resting by this van!
© M. Osborne, 2009
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their tremendous enthusiasm for our work. Thanks also to Sam and Dermot for 
freeing up your van when we need four wheel drive capability! 

Each year, we try to find a new way to thank Joe Maldangesang, our Master Guide 
and friend for over a decade. This year is no exception – even though he insists as a 
team member that we do not need to thank him.  It just is not possible to say thank 
you enough to Joe. Joe takes care of us all year long – keeping us in touch on key 
matters – as we watch Doyle Colmer and Quintus Scannon grow each year. Special 
thanks also go once again to ever-supportive wife, Esther, who also watches out for 
us in Palau and also during the rest of the year. This year she even gave us a new 
target to check out! Joe is not only perennially popular with the team – he picks up 
new friends with each new member. 

We want all the  people of Palau to be aware of our deep gratitude to your nation 
and everyone who has helped us find large clues and small clues (which sometimes 
become large clues) – each one important to families in the United States and to 
Palau - to understanding events generated in and around Palau more than 65 years 
ago. Once again, each member of the P-MAN XI team wishes to convey our ongoing 
and deep respect for your wonderful nation and its people. 

Our appreciation would be incomplete without acknowledging the ongoing support 
of the several agencies in the United States that are assisting our efforts. Of the 
many, we recognize here the U. S. Naval Research Center, Navy Yard, Washington, 
D. C., the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command, Hawaii, the Defense 
POW/Missing Personnel Office, Arlington, VA  and the National Archives and 
Records Administration, College Park, MD. They have always enthusiastically 
provided us with the technical and historical information we have sought – and 
much more.  

We also wish to acknowledge that we greatly value the recollections (and photos) 
from veteran aviators, crews, families and friends from VMF-114, VMF-121, VMF-

Can’t tell who’s buying after this 
coin challenge but Joe and Esther 
gained new friends this year in 
meeting Molly (here), Katie, Paul, 
Rick, Warren and Wil – a banner 
year for new field team members.

© K. Rasdorf, 2009
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122, VMTB-134, 307th BG(H)/13th AAF, 5th BG(H)/13th AAF and 494th BG(H)/7th

AAF – all these veterans risked their lives for our country and the people of Palau. 
These men, their wives, families and friends are even now continuing to provide 
historical and emotional snapshots of that time and place – and over the years, we 
have gained so many special relationships as a result. As time goes by, we value 
these friends ever more. 

For those that have followed us over the years know that we have paid our own way 
– sharing common expenses and using our individual resources for all the rest (e.g., 
airfare and rooms). This year, we had individuals who made unsolicited donations 
expressly for covering expenses common to the team (e.g., boat, food). These 
individuals were very generous in doing so – but they wish to remain anonymous. 
The entire P-MAN XI team appreciates your thoughtfulness – it helped a lot! 

As is the team’s desire and my custom in this report, I want to take a moment to 
thank each of the volunteers of the BentProp Project who were not in the field with 
us this year.. A growing number of team members provide support at home during 
the year and particularly during our mission. Reid Joyce and Dan O’Brien helped 
day-to-day during P-MAN XI; Derek Abbey, Jim Woomer, Mark Noah, as well as 
our colleagues Justin Taylan and Pat Ranfranz have helped us in so many ways over 
this past year – especially since P-MAN XI.  

To the P-MAN XI team, all I can say is that every year I swear it could not get 
better and I have to admit I was a bit worried at the start of this mission. After all 
this was essentially a brand new inexperienced field team with the only returnees 
being Flip and me! It is not to say I was worried about anyone individual because 
we work hard to pick the right people for the mission. But the question was: how 
well would this mostly new team work in the BentProp Project’s first split mission 
under a time constraint of one less week of mission time (from 4 to 3 weeks). Well, to 
answer this question, just look at the pictures – whether briefing over meals, 
sweating in caves with mud all over us, holding a flag ceremony on the North-South 
Peleliu runway or eating standing up in a pouring jungle rain, the team not only 
held together but thrived. Were there disagreements? Some but they got worked out 
as the team learned to work together. Did the split team concept work? Absolutely: 
because the entire team wanted to make it work. This was a great year both for 
findings and for extending our boundaries of team cooperation and adaptability 
under diverse settings. Every person held to their responsibilities, from Flip as 
Mission Coordinator (I still like Mission Commander better), to Mark and Rick as 
Land and Water Mission Leaders on through the team – and we had a lot of fun as 
well. Each of you was an excellent ambassador for our country, as we traveled 
throughout Palau. 
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  It is truly my honor and privilege to work side-by-side with you. I look forward to 
the time when we may all do so together again. 

Eating and briefing in the morning 
with hats supplied by team member 
Derek Abbey who was working in 
Afghanistan at the time. Only three 
people in the room know what Flip’s 
and Wil’s hand signs mean – and Wil is 
not one of them! © K. Rasdorf, 2009

The first clue in opening Mark’s path 
to the POW execution and burial sites. 
We believe the airmen were kept in this 
clay cave early after their capture in 
September 1944. The sweat is not just 
from the heat – it took quite an effort 
to climb up to and find this Ngatpang 
cave and trench network.© J. Liston, 
2009

This is how the team took its day off –
a trip to Peleliu to visit this battlefield. 
The picture says it all. Bloody Nose 
Ridge is in the background. Tangie, 
our Peleliu colleague on many missions 
is standing to your far left. Used with 
permission, 2009

\Team building at its best! We might as 
well have been underwater as we were 
dripping wet in a jungle downpour in 
Ngatpang. The smiling and chewing 
were difficult to coordinate. M. 
Osborne, 2009
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Above from your left to right: Upper Row 1: © W. Hylton, 2009, © with permission, 2009, © W. 
Hylton, 2009, © W. Hylton, 2009; Row 2: © K. Rasdorf, 2009, © K. Rasdorf, 2009, © with 
permission, © K. Rasdorf, 2009; Row 3 © K. Rasdorf, 2009; © K. Rasdorf, 2009, © F. Colmer 2009

Bonus Points: This seemingly obvious moment of self-admiration actually is a very tactically functional solution. 
Question 1: who is this? Question 2: why is this person doing this? © K. Rasdorf, 2009
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As with every expedition I have made back to Palau, I want to 
thank my family for their ongoing and unfailing love and 
enthusiasm. My wife, Susan, continues, without hesitation, in 
her incredible year-round encouragement and support of my 
year-round involvement in this effort.   I try to live my love -
and with all my love, Pat

I thank everyone at my company for their understanding and patience.


