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III.      Executive Summary (see also prior Reports & www.bentprop.org):

LISTING OF GENERAL AND SPECIFIC FINDINGS OF P-MAN XI: 

P-MAN XI KEY EVENTS INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING (ATTACHMENTS with 
details for each event follows below): 

1. REVISIT/NEW FINDING for P-MAN XI: Return Target-1 (RT-1,  MIA/POWs 
grave sites, Ngatpang) Multiple Dates                      9

2. NEW FINDINGS:  New Target-1 (NT-1, Underwater, Series of locations around 
Malakal and Arakebesan) Multiple Dates                             79

3.  REVISIT/NEW FINDINGS for P-MAN XI: Return Target -2 (RT-2, Additional 
debris field, FM-2 Wildcat, Airai 08MAR09                                              109

4.  NO FINDINGS: New Target-2 (NT-2, Possible recollection of an MIA execution 
in Ngiwal)  02MAR09                                                                                          110

5.   NO FINDINGS: New Target-3 (NT-3, Report of aircraft debris on ridgeline, SE 
Airai): 02MAR09                                                                                  116

6. NO FINDINGS: New Target-4 (NT-4, Report of aircraft debris in Kossol 
Passage): 03MAR09             117

7. INTERVIEWS WITH PALAUANS: Multiple Dates                                118

8.  GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS: BAC also assisted the team in creating a written 
form for documenting permission to interview Palauans during future 
interviews.               127

9. SITES IN 2009 HPO PROPOSAL NOT INVESTIGATED: The P-MAN XI team 
visited all proposed targets in our proposal document to HPO.                128

10. REPORTING: Preliminary findings of P-MAN-XI to the Palau Historical 
Preservation Office, Palauan Office of the President, Office of Vice President, 
JPAC and NHC, 08MAR09.                                                                  128 

APPENDIX: Pre-Mission Proposal and Preliminary Mission Summary                136

V.      Detailed Specific Findings and Events

Introduction:
During 19 February – 12 March 2008, I (Pat Scannon) made my eighteenth return 
to Palau, this time with the P-MAN XI team for 4 weeks, continuing our search for 
Americans missing there since WWII. [NOTE: when service members go missing, 
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they are initially designated as either "Prisoner Of War" (POW) or "Missing in 
Action" (MIA).  After someone has been missing (and is not known to be a POW) 
for a year, the official designation is changed (to facilitate family insurance claims) 
to "Killed in Action, Body Not Recovered" (KIA/BNR)]. Like last year, this year we 
carried with us new archival data and photographs on top of our ongoing leads to 
guide our explorations.  Through the dogged archival detective work of Mark 
Swank over the past three years, aided by our relentless Katie Rasdorf, the team 
came prepared as never before to search for the American POWs known to have 
been executed in Ngatpang State in 1944. This mission, after their several years 
helping from afar at the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), 
Mark and Katie were finally joining us in the field – about which we were all very 
excited. To help with mapping and field navigation, as well as dealing with potential 
unexploded ordnance (rare but always a possibility), was new team member, Paul - 
a surveyor by trade but also a former Green Beret. In addition, Rick Smith, a very 
experienced technical diver from the Seattle area (where scuba diving is COLD), 
joined the team for the first time to lead an expanded effort for underwater crash 
sites. Finally, three very enthusiastic new team members, Molly, Warren and Wil, 
joined to balance out the team. In fact, this year the only two ”oldie” team members 
arriving in Palau were Flip and Pat with Joe and Jolie greeting us upon arrival. 

This year we incorporated three new mission concepts: 
 Assignment of field operations to Flip, as P-MAN XI Mission Coordinator (I 

suggested Mission Commander, but Flip, being modest, preferred the more 
civilian-sounding title) 

 Creation of two sub-teams: the Land Operations team and the Water 
Operations team, for the first time splitting the overall team into concurrent 
sub-teams 

 Team members could depart the mission after two weeks, as opposed to the 
prior requirement for participation for the full mission. 

In part this approach was necessitated by our ability to gain participation of certain 
team members with critical expertise and by the shorter mission schedule of three 
weeks instead of the usual month. Both of these were due to everyone’s obligations 
back home. Separately creation of Mission Coordinator allowed more time for the 
Team Leader to participate in the field, after my direct tactical leadership for more 
than a decade; this worked exceedingly well for both Flip and me. 

The creation of sub-teams was something we had discussed for some years but had 
not implemented in order to permit full participation by all members in all 
activities. However, as the field efforts to date  have “picked most of the low hanging 
fruit”, we came to the conclusion that splitting the team permitted assignment of 
land specialists and water specialists to lead the respective sub-teams, which, in 
turn, permitted each to focus on specific tasks with specific expertise/interests. In 
order to provide as full an experience as possible for all, every team member, 
including sub-team leaders, rotated through both sub-teams.  This worked very 
well. Allowing everyone to break from the rigors of jungle and water operations 
and, more than once, added input from new sets of eyes. 
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P-MAN XI also had the largest team fielded by BentProp, combined with the 
majority of team members being newbies.  Accordingly, additional attention was 
placed on pre-mission planning, which included development of a detailed and more 
focused mission plan as well as sharing personal and cultural information with each 
team member. This also included Flip’s implementing an advance team setting up 
shop in Palau ahead of the main body; this saved a lot of time and confusion and 
gave the team almost an added week compared to prior years.  Nonetheless, so many 
new variables placed added potential risk upon the mission and, to be frank, some 
frictions related to all the newness were encountered, although never while in the 
field, and were dealt with quietly and peacefully. It is to the credit of every member, 
their absolute dedication to the mission goals, Flip’s leadership and our prior 
preparation that the mission was, in fact, very successful with new bonds created 
among the team members in the process. During our team debrief at mission end, it 
was our joint conclusion that utilizing sub-teams did work and that everyone was 
able to be engaged in the entire mission without actual participation in every 
activity: in short, we would do it all again. Flip and I feel, however, that this team 
size of eleven represents an upper limit for effective logistics using our current 
methods (e.g., size and availability of 4WD vans, dive boats and the ready room).  

Readers of prior mission summaries will note departures in format for 
ATTACHMENTS 1, 2 and 4. This is because each was written by either the Land 
Operations leader (Mark Swank, ATTACHMENT1), the Water Operations leader 
(Rick Smith, ATTACHMENT 2) or team member who assumed leadership on task 
(Paul Schwimmer, ATTACHMENT4). All reports were reviewed for completeness 
of content but no effort was made to adjust writing style. 

To avoid excluding all participants, it should be mentioned that we stayed in close 
contact with team members stateside - Reid Joyce and Dan O’Brien provided much 
appreciated advice and recollections during the course of the mission. 

The P-MAN XI team continued BentProp’s ongoing interactions with the Palauan 
Historical Preservation Office (HPO) and other agencies. During P-MAN X, the 
team also continued its dialog with many key Palauans, including Palau’s newly 
elected President Toribiong and his Chief of Staff Soaladaob, as well as  Senator 
Surangel (Junior) Whipps. We maintained our interactions with Senator Surangel 
(Senior) Whipps, Mr. Shallum Etpison and many others we have met and worked 
with over the years. 

Since its inception, the BentProp Project has recognized that we are guests in Palau, 
an independent and sovereign country. Hence, we understand that we owe the 
Palauan people an explanation of our intentions before proceeding and a summary 
of our findings afterwards. The BentProp Project does not take lightly the 
generosity of the Palauan people, both on an official and informal level, and we are 
determined to work hard to retain the trust we have been able to create with the 
people of Palau.  

The BentProp Project also feels that, as we are investigating historical matters 
concerning our forces during WWII, we owe the American people a summary of our 
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efforts. Accordingly, we coordinate our activities, as appropriate, with the Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting Command, Hawaii (JPAC), the U. S. Naval Historical 
Center (NHC), Washington, D. C., the U. S. Air Force Historical Research Agency 
(AFHRA), as well as the Charge d'Affaires of the United States of America in Palau. 
We send confidential (For Official Use Only) reports to these agencies, as 
appropriate, and we also provide a non-confidential version to the public through 
our website: www.bentprop.org.The members of the BentProp Project express our 
deepest gratitude for the spirit of cooperation, patience and interest that we receive 
from each person and organization in Palau and the United States.  

[Introductory Note: As with prior BentProp Project missions, P-MAN X generated 
a lot of information in a non-linear manner – thus I have pooled descriptions by 
event on site and not by date. As many P-MAN X personal events are ably captured 
in the daily internet log of team member Flip Colmer and daily progress notes on 
the BentProp website, the summary below will focus more on the key findings. All 
references to specific identities of deceased individuals, human remains, and GPS 
readings mentioned herein are considered by the BentProp team as 
CONFIDENTIAL/FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY to be held for use at the discretion 
of the President of Palau, the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command, Hawaii 
(JPAC), U. S. Naval Historical Center (NHC), U. S. Air Force Historical Research 
Agency (AFHRA), other related agencies of the United States, as well as the Palauan 
Ministry of Justice (MOJ), Historical Preservation Office (HPO) and other related 
agencies of Palau. A preliminary summary was sent to both BAC and JPAC 
immediately after mission completion in March 2010 (see APENDIX).] 

Permits and Permissions: 
The BentProp Project coordinates its activities with all appropriate Palauan 
authorities, national, state and local, as well as with appropriate Department of 
Defense agencies. This year, the P-MAN X team submitted before arrival a mission 
proposal to the Palauan Historical Preservation Office (HPO), with courtesy copies 
to the Office of the President and to the US Embassy in Palau, as well as to the Joint 
POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) in Hawaii and the Navy Historical and 
Heritage Center in the Navy Yard, Washington, D.C. Upon arrival in Palau, the P-
MAN XI team sought and received the following permissions to proceed with our 
mission: 

 Memorandum of Agreement from the Bureau of Arts and Culture (BAC) 
dated 20MAR09 covering the States of Koror, Airai and Ngatpang for 
searches. 

 Written permits from the Governors of Ngatpang, Airai and Koror for 
conducting MIA searches and interviews. 

 Written permit from Ngiwal and verbal permit from Ngaraard for 
conducting interviews 

 Permission from President Toribiong, through his Chief of Staff, that we 
may have access to search the waters around Palau. 

 BAC also assisted the team in creating a written form for documenting 
permission to interview Palauans during future interviews. This BentProp 
Project form follows the BAC form closely (ATTACHMENT 8).

http://www.bentprop.org/
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Beyond meeting with the BAC, courtesy calls were made with Chief of Staff 
Soaladaob in the Office of the President, Airai State Office, Ngatpang State Office, 
Koror State Office, and the US Civic Action Team. The BentProp Team Leader had 
the privilege also to meet with the President of Palau at the end of the mission. 

Attachments:

1. REVISIT/NEW FINDINGS (For P-MAN XI): Return Target-1 (RT-1, 
MIA/POWs grave sites, Ngatpang): INTRODUCTION: Mark Swank has been a 
member of the BentProp Project for several years now. Living in the DC area, he 
has up to P-MAN XI been a very active member concentrating on assisting the field 
teams through archival research at NARA and related archives.  

About three years ago, Mark decided that a fresh look was needed in our search, 
already ten years in progress, for the USAAF POWs known to be executed in the 
Ngatpang State area in September 1944 just before the Peleliu invasion. Although a 
great deal of effort had been placed into the review of war crimes records and 
photographs, Mark became convinced that we had not correctly analyzed the 
available data. We listened. Over the past two years, Mark built up a case that we 
needed to look considerably south of where we had seriously searched in the past. 
Although BentProp teams had been in some of the areas of his new interest during 
prior missions, he felt that we needed a new mission to confirm his analysis. Mark 
took leadership of this land mission. We followed.  Mark’s briefing once we were in 
Palau would have made any leader proud – it was an amazingly detailed summary 
of what we needed to do and why: a truly remarkable presentation. And that was 
only the beginning. The BentProp Project team, having considered all the resultant 
data from archival sources and our field search, supports Mark and his conclusions 
that we have very likely located the area where the three POWs were re-buried after 
their cremation. It’s all about data: here is Mark’s report, which has been modified 
for sharing non-confidentially on BentProp website. 

Mark Swank – a very happy 
guy truly in his element.  I 
suspect few people back home 
figure Mark to be a jungle kind 
of guy, but the denser and the 
muddier it got, the more he 
seemed to like it. Almost 
always deep in thought, this 
was a hard picture to get -
Katie caught him here in one of 
his cleaner moments.
© K. Rasdorf, 2009


