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5.   NO FINDINGS: New Target-3 (NT-3, Report of aircraft debris on ridgeline, SE 
Airai): 02MAR09 
We revisited with the Airai historian Vince Blaiyok on 20FEB09 (See 
ATTACHMENT 7.). He assisted us in following up on reports of aircraft debris in 
the channel waters around Airai as well as debris on land. See circled areas. I first 
heard of an aircraft in the channel from Surangel Whipps in 1995 – scuba diving in 
the channel in 1995 and 1996 (with a  

large sweep by scuba volunteers) failed to locate any debris. A further SSS sweep 
during P-MAN XI also failed to locate any debris, although SSS readings in the 
channel were difficult.  

Vince introduced us to the rock island which he said contained aircraft aluminum –
he said it was discovered while clearing a path along the ridge line. A search on and 
along the path, as well as beyond the path on both sides failed to locate any debris. 
Vince said he would talk more with hunter and get back to us. 

Geological Marker on top of ridge 
(circled in red on map). Jolie and 
guide find the way up to the ridge 
pretty steep!
Both, © M. Osborne, 2009

Approximate location of 
geological marker (see 
below)
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6. NO FINDINGS: New Target-4 (NT-4, Report of aircraft debris in Kossol 
Passage): 03MAR09 
Abby Rdialul (who retired after owning Pirate’s Cove) told the team of an aircraft 
“along the wall” in 20 feet of water on the east side of the western side of Kossol. 
Although he described the area, an extended scuba search found nothing. We will 
need to bring Abby as he said has snorkeled around the wreckage and under its 
wing. 

Kossol Passage with northern 
Babeldaob in distance. © W. Hylton, 
2009

Dive team looking for reported aircraft 
in Kossol Passage © K. Rasdorf, 2009


